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In the first place, I should like to thank publicly 
all those very generous individuals who responded 
so magnanimously to the appeal which was issued 
last year by the Officers of the Association on 
behalf of the veterinary benevolent funds. As a 
result of that appeal, combined with the proceeds of 
the watch competition, over £1,300 was added to the 
benevolent funds and divided between our two 
Benevolent Societies. (Applause). That sum, together 
with the Association’s £1,000 donation, is no mean 
total to come from a profession so small numerically 
and as poor financially as is ours. 

Next, I should like to draw attention to the work 
which has been going on overseas, and particularly 
I would like to thank—on behalf of the Association— 
Mr. John Smith of the Colonial Office, for his efforts 
on behalf of the profession. Prospects for colonial 
openings are more rosy than they have probably ever 
been and I am happy to learn from Mr. John Smith 
that the efforts of this Association have contributed 
in no small measure to the success which has been 
attained. 

We have heard a good deal in the last year or so 
and we heard a good deal this morning—hence our 
delayed meeting—concerning that offspring known as 
N.A.R.P.A.C. Born in faith, nurtured with hope, 
died through charities. This sums up the story of 
the National A.R.P. Animals Committee but is not 
the whole story. I feel that the villain of the piece 
is that fairy godmother the Ministry of Home 
Security which was present at the birth, gave it its 
blessing and then proceeded to starve it to death. 

N.A.R.P.A.C. is the biggest disappointment of my 
period of office. I saw in it, not only the makings 
of an organisation which could be of immense service 
to the animals for whose benefit it was created, but 
also a further means for closer co-operation between 
the animal welfare societies themselves on the one 
hand and the animal welfare societies and ourselves 
on the other. My hopes have so far been shattered, 
owing to circumstances well known to most of you. 


Few will disagree with me when I say that if 
the Ministry of Home Security had taken a stronger 
line, troubles would have been avoided but their 
policy of damning with faint praise the efforts of 
the Committee and its thousands of voluntary 
workers did nothing to engender confidence. Still, 
a working organisation was set up both in urban 
and rural areas and many workers in this organisa- 
tion were excellent and they have performed a most 
efficient service. 

The Ministry of Home Security, appealed to by 
the Committee, after much delay made suggestions 
for reconstruction which were unacceptable to the 
majority of the Committee and _ counter-proposals 
were made; after several months delay the Ministry 
of Home Security told the Committee that it dis- 
owned the urban areas scheme (i.e., household pets) 
and were asking the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Ministry of Food that one or both should take over 
the rural areas scheme (i.e., the sections dealing with 
animals of economic value). 

After a further delay of five months, we have now 
heard that the Ministry of Home Security has given 
its blessing to the suggestions for dealing with urban 
areas (household pets) but that none of the Ministries 
accepts responsibility for the much better organised 
section of N.A.R.P.A.C. and much more important 
task of dealing with animals of economic value. The 
Committee was in fact advised to close down and re- 
coup itself by the disposal of any of the equipment 
acquired for the working of the scheme. We are in- 
formed that ‘‘it has now been decided that the Organ- 
isations set up by the Ministries of Agriculture and 
Food to deal with animals of economic value on farms, 
ete., are sufficient to meet all requirements and that 
the rural areas scheme of N.A.R.P.A.C. is not neces- 
sary to the satisfactory working of the official arrange- 
ments.” We appealed to the Ministry of Home 
Security for information concerning these arrange- 
ments and have been informed that it does not know 
what they are! We have appealed to the Ministry 
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of Agriculture and the Ministry of Food for enlighten- 
ment, but up to.date, without success. If a blitz occurs 
to-night, so far as I aware, not one of the 1,500 
veterinary surgeons or their organised helpers work- 
ing for N.A.R.P.A.C. has any idea what the Ministry 
of Home Security, the Ministry of Agriculture or the 
Ministry of Food expects them to do. Perhaps in- 
structions will be found attached to the first delayed- 
action bomb. Such is the interest that the Govern- 
ment Departments have in the care of the finest 
collection of livestock in the world—at a time when 
the country requires every drop of milk and every 
pound of flesh it can secure. I know, of course, 
what will happen; the organisation we have created 
still exists and we shall rise to the occasion and do 
our job in the interest of the nation and for the 
animals for whose care we are pledged (applause). 

But to the future: I still cherish the hope that 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Livesey, all the 
animal welfare societies may be persuaded to co- 
operate and, if the nucleus of a post-war organisation 
can be evolved, something of worth will have been 
accomplished. There is a definite need for the service 
which animal welfare societies can provide. But 
there must be enquiry and reorganisation, and I 
believe that each Society would welcome an official 
enquiry into the activities of the other societies. 

Whatever happens to N.A.R.P.A.C., we have many 
people to thank for the service it has rendered, but 
in particular we must thank two members of our 
profession — two members of our Association — for 
their devoted service to that cause. I refer to Colonel 
Stordy (applause) unfortunately at the present time 
laid low by sickness contributed to, no doubt, by the 
anxieties and responsibilities of the office he held. 
And I refer, secondly, to his able deputy, Dr. Wool- 
dridge, who has struggled in the face of tremendous 
odds to keep the organisation going and to make a 
success of it. Next, our thanks are due to those 
very many veterinary surgeons who devoted their 
time and money to raising an efficient organisation 
in their district. In co-operation with many animal 
lovers in the urban districts, they put up a good 
show; in co-operation with thousands of farmers and 
workers in the rural areas, they organised a perfect 
system for dealing with animals suffering from the 
effects of air raids. Things at the moment are at a 
standstill, for, in the words of the popular song, ‘* We 
are waiting for a letter from the Ministry.” 

Now to the control of diseases of livestock. This 
is a team job requiring the application of the com- 
bined efforts of the research worker, the manufactur- 
ing chemist, the veterinarian and the stockowner; 
each has his part to play, but at the present time 
much of the effort of each section is wasted because 
there is no provision for co-ordination. I hope that 
the Agricultural Improvement Councils will be the 
means of securing the co-operation of these interested 
parties and the co-ordination of their efforts because 
until this obtains the maximum improvement in the 
health of our herds and flocks cannot be achieved. 

The stockowner must be encouraged to seek the 
advice of his veterinary practitioner. Provision must 
be made for the fruits of research to be made avail- 
able to the farmer and the natural channel for this 
is through the veterinary practitioner. Only by close 
liaison between the laboratory and the practitioner 
can the theories of the former be translated into suc- 
cessful practice by the latter. 
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The manufacturing chemist and the veterinary 
practitioner should not regard each other as com- 
petitors for the sale of biological products to the 
stockowner but rather should they collaborate in an 
effort to ensure that biological products are prescribed 
and administered in a manner calculated to produce 
the maximum beneficial effect to the animal. A 
necessary prerequisite for this is an accurate diagnosis 
of the condition for the prevention or treatment of 
which the product is used. In this matter manu- 
facturing chemists have a moral responsibility. In 
my view, it is not sufficient for a firm merely to 
stick on a label with the words ‘‘ To be used only 
in accordance with veterinary advice ’’; this may be 
good business but it is not goed practice and ethically 
it is bad. The responsibility of the manufacturing 
chemist goes further than this. It should be his aim 
to ensure, so far as is humanly possible, that none 
of his products is so distributed that it is possible 
for their indiscriminate use by unqualified people to 
be responsible for the aggravation or spreading of 
disease. Instances of the misuse or indiscriminate 
use of a biological product being instrumental in 
spreading disease must be familiar to us all and I 
will give only one such instance to illustrate my 
point. This year has seen a very serious outbreak 
of swine fever, particularly in East Anglia, and | 
have reason to believe that pig keepers have un- 
wittingly spread this disease; they have hoped or 
believed that their pigs were suflering from swine 
erysipelas and have either themselves inoculated the 
pigs with swine erysipelas vaccine and/or sera, or, 
in some instances, the chemist selling the product 
has included this service in the purchase price. In 
this way, not only has notification of suspected swine 
fever been delayed but infection has been spread by 
the movement of pigs or carried by the vaccinator 
to non-infected premises. Such a state of affairs 
should not have been allowed to exist and must not 
be permitted to continue, particularly at a time when 
feeding stuffs are scarce and every ounce of meat is 
required for human consumption. This illogical and 
dangerous practice could be obviated even without 
the Ministry of Agriculture exercising its powers, by 
intelligent co-operation and mutual good will between 
the manufacturing chemist, the veterinarian and the 
stockowner. I repeat, the manufacturing chemist 
has more at stake than a financial obligation to the 
firm’s shareholders, he has a moral responsibility to 
the stockowner and the nation. 

This brings me to the consideration of the future 
trend and development of veterinary practice. In the 
past veterinary surgeons have had to depend for their 
livelihood largely upon the treatment of disease 
already existing, or upon the sale of medicines. This 
has never been a very satisfactory state of affairs 
but it was tolerable when the horse and cow—that 
is, the animals of considerable individual financial 
value—were the prime consideration of the veterin- 
arian. Individually, sheep and pigs are of relatively 
little economic value and generally speaking, the 
stockowner is unwilling to seek veterinary advice in 
respect of these animals until disease is well estab- 
lished. Provision must, therefore, be made for the 
pig keeper and the sheep farmer to obtain veterinary 
advice by means other than on a direct fee basis in 
order to encourage him to seek that veterinary advice 
at a stage when the disease can either be prevented 
or its ravages controlled. 
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As investigation into the aetiology of animal 
diseases progressed—and I would remind you that 
the major share of this research was carried out by 
members of the veterinary profession—it became in- 
creasingly obvious that prevention of disease or 
alternatively, disease control or eradication, was more 
possible. Concurrently with this progress, the educa- 
tion of the stockowner proceeded apace; he became 
more knowledgable, more interested in the why and 
wherefore of disease and more practised in the 
application of measures for its control. It would ill- 
become any of us to decry the education of the 
farmer, indeed it is our duty to assist in his education 
—but what is the logical conclusion? In time we 
educate the stockowner to dispense’ with a large 
measure of the assistance for which he now depends 
upon us, and unless some other field of endeavour 
is opened up, the earning capacity of the veterinary 
practitioner will become markedly reduced—indeed the 
process has already started. The profession will 
ultimately cease to attract the more intelligent mem- 
bers of the community so that we shall be faced on 
the one hand with an increasingly intelligent and 
practical stockowner and on the other hand with an 
emasculated and impoverished profession. It cannot 
be in the interest of this country for the veterinary 
profession to be other than virile and progressive ; it 
must attract the right type. We shall hope to show 
presently how this problem can be solved. 

The Survey Committee’s Report on some Diseases 
of Dairy Cows reveals losses amounting to many 
millions of pounds annually and a huge wastage of 
milk and meat. The Committee was satisfied that 
the diseases responsible for these losses were capable 
of control and made recommendations to this end. 

En passant, 1 would like to draw attention to the 
startling increase in the incidence of trichomoniasis 
which is becoming apparent as the result of the 
Survey Committee’s investigations. When its survey 
is completed, the Committee will consider whether 
or not recommendations should be made to the appro- 
priate authority for the scheduling of the disease 
caused by Trichomonas foetus as a notifiable disease 
with a view to limiting its spread. I would like to 
appeal to all practitioners—and others: veterinary 
investigation officers and those brought into associa- 
tion with this disease—to make every endeavour to 
ascertain the incidence of the disease in their locality. 
We have been astonished to find how widespread it 
is in certain areas and I regard it as a major prob- 
lem at the moment. 

The Survey Committee has considered sheep 
diseases, which are responsible also for immense 
losses. These are capable of control, and recom- 
mendations to this end will shortly be placed before 
you. It is not improbable that one of the recom- 
mendations will be for the compulsory regular dosing 
of all sheep for parasitic gastro-enteritis because we 
were very impressed by the unanimity of view of 
those who gave evidence before the Committee con- 
cerning the extraordinarily heavy losses which were 
due to parasitic gastro-enteritis, losses which are, to 
a large extent, capable of control. 

The Committee will shortly be considering afresh 
calf diseases and then pig diseases. I am satisfied 
that our investigations will show that to-day most 
of the widespread diseases to which domestic animals 
are prone are capable either of prevention or control 
and our efforts must be increasingly directed towards 
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this goal. I suggest that the financing of this aspect 
of preventive medicine is the joint concern of the 
state and of the stockowner. We appeal to the 
Ministry of Agriculture to evolve a more compre- 
hensive and far-sighted policy, and whilst we are 
aware of some of the difficulties with which it is 
beset, we confidently look for more evidence of that 
body’s acceptance of its responsibilities with regard 
to animal health and the control of animal disease. 

It is impossible to ignore the fact that complaints 
are reaching us in increasing numbers concerning the 
diminution in the amount of work allocated to local 
veterinary inspectors of the Ministry. Most of us 
remember that at the Congress held in Bournemouth 
the then Minister of Agriculture — Mr. W. S. 
Morrison—speaking of the introduction of Part IV 
of the Agriculture Act, made the promise that it was 
not the intention of the Government that the State 
Veterinary Service should be run at the expense of 
the general practitioner. The profession would never 
have accepted the Act had it not been for that solemn 
assurance. We hold the Ministry of Agriculture to 
that promise. 

In my view, the possibilities for good in the veter- 
inary profession were never so great as they are to- 
day, nor the time so propitious. This applies alike 
to the Animal Health Division and the practitioner, 
but time is not standing still and unless the oppor- 
tunities which the fortunes of war are offering to us, 
are grasped, those opportunities will pass to other 
hands less capable, less well qualified but no less 
willing than ours. 

During the past twelve months we have made a 
start, in my humble submission, a slow start; though 
some people, including, I regret to say, some of my 
own colleagues, appear to think that we have been 
unduly precipitate. Some people think that we have 
changed into top gear too soon, but my experience 
of negotiations during the past twelve months has 
led me to believe there are too many people in this 
country to-day who are in bottom gear, many of them 
indeed appear to me to be in reverse gear. We have 
vot to accelerate if we are going to win the war and 
we, as a profession, have got to accelerate if we 
mean to give that contribution which we can give 
and which we, only, can ,give to maintain and in, 
crease the production of marketable milk. (Hear, 
hear). 

It was on the 9th January, 1941, at the Agricultural 
Research Council’s House in Dean’s Yard, that Dr. 
John Hammond, during a discussion on the Survey 
Committee's recommendations for the ‘control of in- 
fertility, uttered the warning that to make any 
appreciable difference to the nation’s milk supply this 
coming winter, active measures must be adopted 
within the next few weeks. That opinion was fully 
shared by the Association’s representatives at that 
meeting. We have now arrived at the second week 
in September: those active steps have not yet been 
taken, though I hope that they are imminent. 

On the 6th February, 1941, in an interview with 
the Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Wooldridge and I 
urged that provision be made for an additional num- 
her of veterinarians to undergo intensive training in 
the problems associated with bovine infertility so that 
they might assist practitioners in various parts of the 
country. At the same time, we also urged that funds 
should be made available so that certain practitioners, 
especially experienced in that work, might at once 
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start to give refresher tuition to their colleagues. I 
am happy to be able to announce that this week 
Treasury sanction has been given to both these pro- 
jects: too late to influence this winter’s milk supply 
but still in time for next winter’s. 

It is the practitioner’s ability to diagnose pregnancy 
and interpret the degree of infertility in the bovine 
which will allow him to render the most useful ser- 
vice to the dairy farmer in the arrangement of his 
culling programme. This is becoming increasingly 
obvious to us every day. 

As an Association we have done our best. We 
have issued what I believe to be an excellent report 
dealing with four of the major diseases of dairy 
cows. We have made recommendations for the con- 
trol of these diseases, we have devised a scheme 
which has been agreed by the Animal Health Division 
and the National Farmers’ Union and which is now 
before members of the Association and members of 
the Union, for their consideration. Nobody would 
suggest that the Scheme is perfect, nobody would 
suggest that the Scheme is permanent in its present 
form, but I do suggest that it is at least a beginning. 
It does at least show that we are willing to take our 
share of responsibility and to play our part. That, 
I submit, is more important than the Scheme itself. 
The educational value of the Scheme will inevitably 
increase, the interest of both the practitioner and the 
stockowner has been aroused—my colleagues and | 
are being furnished daily with evidence of this. 
Whether the Scheme, as a scheme, succeeds is relat- 
ively unimportant. What does matter is that the 
demand for the measures of control of the disease 
mentioned in the Scheme will surely grow. This, I 
believe to be a solid record of achievement. 

I would, however, utter a word of warning to those 
complacent members of our profession who say ‘* we 
have already as much as we can do—we can do no 
more—I am working full time, my assistant is work- 
ing full time—we cannot undertake to tackle any- 
thing extra.’’ I have sympathy with that point of 
view, but now is not the time to sit back; now is a 
time of emergency and need for greater effort. Only 
the fringe of disease is being touched in some prac- 
tices. What is to happen to the bulk of disease? Is 
it to go unattended, or is it to be tackled by the 
existing practitioners taking additional assistants, or 
are we to encourage new practitioners to set up in 
these areas? My friends, I leave it to you. ,I think 
every one of us can work a little harder or a little 
bit longer and it is up to us to do so. 

A general criticism of the Scheme has been that 
it is not compulsory; of those who would wish to 
make it so at the present time I would ask, how could 
the work be done if practitioners say they already 
have more than enough to do? There are 3,700,000 
dairy cows and heifers in the country and between 
1,300 and 1,400 practitioners available; they could not 
possibly tackle it if it were run on a compulsory basis. 
We believe that ultimately the Scheme will have to 
be compulsory in order to get the best results but 
before we can demand compulsion we must be in a 
position to assure the agricultural community of our 
ability to deliver the goods. Actually, there are not 
enough veterinary surgeons to tackle the job and 
vet there is unemployment within the profession. 
This state of affairs is illogical; what are we to do 
about it ? 

Members will be interested to know that our col- 
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leagues in Northern Ireland and in the Irish Free 
State have been following the Association’s activities 
on this side of the water with keen interest. They 
are formulating schemes somewhat comparable to 
the Survey Committee’s Scheme and I have accepted 
a cordial invitation from both the North of Ireland 
Division and the Veterinary Medical Association of 
Ireland for representatives of the Survey Committee 
to attend meetings of these divisions to discuss the 
Scheme with them and to support them in their 
deputations to their responsible authorities. 

I would prefer at this stage to leave the vexed 
question of tuberculin in the efficient hands of the 
Joint Committee of the Medical and Agricultural Re- 
search Councils, but when it has solved this problem, 
how much further forward are we going to be in the 
control of tuberculosis? Are there still some amongst 
us who believe that what it is possible to achieve in 
the rearing district of, for example, Wales, it is also 
possible to achieve in the intensive milk producing 
areas such as Cheshire? Are wenot pursuing ashadow 
as many did for so long in attempting to eradicate 
contagious abortion from this country by blood testing 
and the isolation and elimination of reactors to the 
agglutination test? It is, I think, now generally 
agreed that the control of contagious abortion by 
vaccination with a reliable vaccine is the only prac- 
tical method in a country such as ours, whilst the 
present system of farming obtains. That was the 
considered opinion of the joint meeting of representa- 
tives of the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of 
Health, the Agricultural Research Council, the Medical 
Research Council and the National Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association: it cannot therefore be disregarded. | 
believe that the same holds good with regard to the 
control of tubetculosis. Our research workers and our 
clinicians will have to strive to perfect a vaccine which 
will confer a reasonable degree of immunity upon 
the inoculated animal, whilst, at the same _ time, 
taking every precaution to ensure that it cannot prove 
harmful to the human being. Twelve years ago, 
when I first publicly expressed this hope, I was looked 
upon as half-witted; I may still be so regarded but 
I have now in company with me an increasing num- 
ber of men of accepted and proved intelligence. | 
suggest to you that if Professor Dalling and his co- 
workers can perfect a vaccine prepared from the vole 
acid-fast organism, he will have conferred upon the 
veterinary profession, upon agriculture and upon the 
world at large, a service incomparably greater than 
anything he has yet achieved. (Hear, hear). 

This Association, through the Survey Committee, 
is looking to the future—to the post-war era; it is 
going to start now to prepare its programme to fit 
in with the new plan for post-war agriculture. Into 
this plan will be fitted two important subjects 
associated with preventive medicine, only the fringe 
of which has been touched at the present time 
I refer to the problem associated with clean 
milk production and distribution, and the ante- 
mortem and post-mortem inspection of meat. I be- 
lieve our profession, both by its training and exper- 
ience, is the competent body to handle these jobs. 
Relieved of these duties, medical officers of health and 
sanitary inspectors would be able to devote more 
attention to problems requiring their urgent consider- 
ation—problems with which they are more familiar 
and more able to deal. I am happy to think that 
there are influential people outside our profession who 
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share this belief and I hope, ere long, we may get 
together, discuss our difficulties and formulate plans. 

it has seemed to some of us intimately associated 
with milk, both within and without our profession, 
that there are, at the present time, far too many 
sections and individuals dabbling in milk between the 
time it leaves the cow until it reaches the consumer. 
There is, at present, little effort being made to co- 
ordinate the activities of these individuals or sections. 
There is duplication and overlapping instead of dove- 
tailing and co-ordination. 

With regard to the inspection of meat, this question 
is becoming almost perennial and until the last few 
years it appeared that, as a profession, we were 
doomed always to take a secondary place. I believe 
that this is one of the few civilised countries in the 
world—if it is not, indeed, the only one—in which 
meat inspection is not the responsibility of the veter- 
inary profession. It is, unfortunately, true that in 
1938 an opportunity of taking over this duty was not 
seized by the Ministry of Agriculture. The creation 
of the Ministry of Food provided another opportunity 
for our profession to prove its worth. It is true that 
a number of veterinary surgeons have been seconded 
for duty as Area Technical Advisers, but this is not 
enough. We shall not be satisfied until every large 
slaughtering centre in the country has a veterinary 
surgeon in charge of it to ensure on the one hand 
that meat which is unfit for human consumption is 
not foisted upon the unsuspecting public and on the 
other hand that meat which is fit for human consump- 
tion is not unwarrantably condemned. There is, of 
course, much more to it than that; there is the 
question of the conservation of by-products, etc. 
However, a start has been made and it is to be 
hoped that before long meat inspection in England 
and Wales will be, at Jeast, as efficiently performed 
as it was in Scotland before the war. 

We have long agitated for ante-mortem inspection 
of animals destined for human food; Circular 230 
issued by the Ministry of Agriculture to both whole- 
time veterinary inspectors and part-time veterinary 
inspectors is the first documentary evidence we have 
of the recognition of veterinary surgeons as being 
necessary for this task. One of our recognised ex- 
perts on meat inspection wrote in this connection the 
other day—‘‘ If it is admitted, as Circular 230 does 
admit, that veterinary surgeons alone can say of a 
living animal that its carcase after slaughter is un- 
likely to be fit for human consumption, surely it can- 
not be denied that the same veterinary surgeons are 
able to say after post-mortem examination of that 
animal’s carease and organs whether the same are 
fit for human consumption. It is obvious that it is 
much easier to decide on the wholesomeness of a car- 
case after slaughter and post-mortem examination 
than it is to make the same decision when the animal 
is alive and when internal disease is hidden from 
view.”’ 

This Association is taking active steps to contact 
those Government Departments and those organisa- 
tions which are intimate with these problems. We 
shall do our best, none can do more. To do our 
best, to achieve our best, we require the support, not 
only of Council, not only of Committees, but of every 
individual member of this Association—of every in- 
dividual member of our profession. I appeal to all, 
every one, to do his duty and support us in our 
efforts. 
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In conclusion, I would like to thank all those who 
have supported me during my tenure of office. In- 
evitably, perhaps, I have had to take decisions either 
on my own or in consultation with the Officers of 
the Association and not always before Committee or 
before Council; for that I crave your indulgence. 
Last winter travelling was difficult, meetings were 
sparsely attended, but my colleagues and I have done 
our best. For their loyalty and devotion. for the in- 
convenience and long journeys they have made, I am 
grateful to them. In particular, I should like to 
thank the permanent staff. Never did an Association 
have a more loyal or more efficient permanent staff. 
Time matters nothing. Never even once have I heard 
a single word of complaint, right from Mr. Knight 
down to the office boy. All have put in many addi- 
tional hours ungrudgingly and I thank them from the 
bottom of my heart. (Loud applause). 


CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


Pre-parturient Eclampsia in the Bitch 


P. CROSFIELD, M.A., M.R.C.V.S., 
CHIPPING NORTON, OXON 


Subject.—Primiparous Aberdeen terrier bitch, about 
three years old, pregnant about 50 days. 

History.—The bitch was brought in to me in an 
exhausted condition, spasms occurring every few 
seconds. Consciousness was complete, and, although 
myself unfamiliar with the condition prior to whelp- 
ing, a tentative diagnosis of eclampsia was made. 
Spasms were controlled with morphine gr.ss and 
calcium borogluconate 3ss in water: iiss was 
administered subcutaneously. Recovery was com- 
plete in a few hours. 

A week later, the bitch was brought in with similar 
but aggravated symptoms. Nembutal 3 c.c. per lb. 
bodyweight was given intraperitoneally, and calcium 
borogiuconate 3ss as before. Recovery was again 
rapid, and the bitch whelped normally at full time. 

A slight attack, lasting only a few minutes, was 
reported to me as having occurred a few days after 
whelping. Otherwise the bitch has been perfectly 
normal. 


WEEKLY WISDOM 

“|... The third and last idea on which our discussion 
has converged is that if mankind is to profit freely from 
the small and sporadic crop of the heroically gifted it 
produces, it will have to cultivate the delicate art of 
handling ideas. Psychology is now able to tell us with 
reasonable assurance that the most influential obstacle 
to freedom of thought and to new ideas is fear; and fear 
which can with inimitable art disguise itself as caution or 
sanity or reasoned scepticism or on occasion even as 
courage.” —Wirrep TROTTER. The Commemoration of 
Great Men. [Collected Papers: Oxford Medical Publi- 
cations, p. 30.] 

* * * * * 


At a time when ponies and carts are returning to 
popularity some hints on driving by Major H. F. Faudel- 
Phillips are likely to be helpful to many. ‘They are pub- 
lished as a pamphlet by the National Horse Association, 
35, Wymond Street, Putney, London, S.W. 
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SOLVITUR AMBULANDO 


HE publication of the recent, admirable 
Presidential Address, together with biographical 
details of our new President, marks for those of us 
who guide the destinies of this journal the end of 
a year of effort and the commencement of another 
full of hope and no little assurance already that it 
will be an annus mirabilis in our history. So before 
setting out it is profitable that we pause awhile and 
look around us a little at the signs and portents 
of the times, that they may become of help to us 
as direction posts and beacons along the road ahead. 
We recall that on a similar occasion last year we 
looked forward to the early fruition of our Survey 
Scheme. Delays, inevitable in a plan that involves 
the benediction both of agricultural and _para- 
agricultural bodies, with all the ponderous concomit- 
ants of committee and deputation, have been greater 
than could have been foreseen. We tremble ‘to 
think what might have been had our President 
throughout these anxious times not been possessed 
of daemonic drive and energy. For all that is being 
thought and written to-day about “ New Orders,” 
the organising and “ putting across” of any scheme 
that is of national import and concern, is still an 
irritatingly slow process. “ Solvitur ambulando” 
remains our British prerogative ! 

We must recognise that recent thought both within 
and without our profession is beginning to glimpse 
the light that is filtering through this fog of war 
and world unrest. As we interpret the trend of 
thought it is that there is in process of being born 
in these islands a recognition that, if we hustle the 
political concepts of Hitler and his jackals out of 
their wonderland to the right side of the looking- 
glass, dust them down and turn them right side up, 
then we see that we have to hand a political theory 
that is indistinguishable from the political actualities 
in our country to-day. In the words of Mr. 
Crosfield, the state exists to serve the people, not 
the people to serve the state, which latter is the 
topsy-turvy misinterpretation of the Totalitarian 
world. 

Taking this a step further, we observe that 
informed thinkers can see no flourishing agricul- 
ture in this industrial island of ours, save it be 
under state control, with state ownership of land. 
If this is the inevitable road that agriculture must 
tread, then it must be our road too. If the waggon 
of agriculture has been hitched to the star of Nation- 
alisation, then what can we, who are a wheel in that 
waggon, do but play our part in that motion, or be 
cast off as an impediment? 

We may be a small, but we are a very vital part 
in the agricultural machine. Under our new 
President we shall set out with no less vigour and 
determination to play our part. If at times the 


Walter Reginald Wooldridge 


.Sc.. Pa.D., 4. .C.VS. 
President N.V.M.A., 1941-42 


We feel sure our readers will expect us to pay 
more than the usual tribute in welcoming, as the 
President for 1941-42, Dr. Walter Reginald Wooldridge, 
who at the age of 41 becomes, by some years, the 
youngest President in the long history of the N.V.M.A. 

There must be few, if any, of our readers who do 
not know Dr. Wooldridge, either by name or person- 
ally. Few members can claim to have been associated 
with so many different activities in the realm of what 
for want of a better term we call our “ professional 
politics ’”? as Dr. Wooldridge, and during his energetic 
work on behalf of the welfare of the profession he has 
met and made friends with a very large section of 
the British veterinary profession. Not all, however, 
know of the diverse nature of the other work 
he has carried out during his career, and there will 
be many who will learn with interest some of those 
details of which only those who have known him mor: 
intimately are aware. 

Born in 1900, with a name already familiar in the 
veterinary profession, Reg. Wooldridge received his 
early education at Sir Walter St. John’s School, and 
even during his scholastic career gave promise of 
what were to become his later characteristics of 
ability—mental and physical. He became Captain of 
various sports and was Sergt.-Major of the Cadet 
Corps. After a year in the Army, he entered the 
Royal Veterinary College in 1919, and Birkbeck 
College of the University of London a year later. He 
gained his B.Sc., with honours in Chemistry, in 1922, 
and qualified M.R.C.V.S. in 1924, gaining the 
Centenary Medal of the Royal Veterinary College. 
From London he went to Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge, with a Ministry of Agriculture Research 
Scholarship, and after a short stay at the Institute of 
Animal Pathology commenced work at the Low 
Temperature Research Station under the late Sir 
William Hardy. From 1925-29, he also worked at 
the Sir William Dunn Institute of Biochemistry, 
under the world famous Sir Frederick Gowland 
Hopkins. We have reason to believe that it is to his 
intimate contact with these two great scientists that 
Dr. Wooldridge owes in large measure his quality 
of enthusiasm and his capacity for clear thinking. 
During this time he became Frank Smart Student 
at Gonville and Caius and later (1927) was awarded 
a Beit Memorial Fellowship for Medical Research : 
we believe we are correct in saying that only two of 
the coveted “ Beits ” have been awarded to members 
of the veterinary profession to date. While at 
Cambridge he met Evelyn Champion, then a 
student at Newnham College, who later became his 
wife and is well-known to many in the profession. 
This year Mrs. Wooldridge is President of the Ladies’ 
Guild of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

In 1929, having during the previous years published 
the first of a long series of original research results 


whys and wherefores seem obscure, then let us 
hearten ourselves anew with that comforting 
aphorism which perhaps somewhat frivolously heads 
this Editorial page. 
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connected with the fundamental problems associated 
with enzymic actions, using bacteria as a convenient 
living tissue with which to work, Dr. Wooldridge (as 
he now was) was appointed to the position of Demon- 
strator in the Div:sion of Biochemistry at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. The next 
year he became a Lecturer in the same subject, which 
post he still holds. During his work at Cambridge 
and at the London School of Hygiene he made a 
speciality of a study of the biochemistry of bacteria, 
bacterial media and environment, although latterly he 
has started the study of the effect of certain bacterial 
toxins upon the enzymic actions of mammalian tissues. 
The original research carried out by Dr. Wooldridge 
and his collaborators is highly specialised and is of 
fundamental importance. That it is perhaps not so 
well known to members of the veterinary profession 
as to others is due to its basic rather than applied 
nature. It is in effect concerned with a study of the 
bacterium and its own intimate life, rather than with 
the effects produced by the bacterium upon domesti- 
cated animals. As most vital processes depend 
upon enzymic actions it has, however, an applica- 
tion to the understanding of the physiology of all 
tissues. It is thus readily seen that it may have 
escaped the notice of the practitioner, who is con- 
cerned with bacteria mainly or only in their pathogenic 
aspects. 

It was not until he came to London that Dr. Wool- 
dridge began to show great interest in the affairs of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association, but 
from 1931 until now there has not been a time when 
he has not actively and energetically served in one 
capacity or another. Outstanding among _ these 
activities have been his Chairmanship of the Com- 
mittee for the Reorganisation of the Profession, 
Chairmanship of the Overseas Committee (which was 
largely concerned with bettering the terms of service 
of the Colonial Veterinary Service), and for two 
years (1936-38) he was Chairman of the Editorial 
Committee. In 1938, he was appointed Hon. Secre- 
tary of the Association, a position he has vacated 
upon being elected President. To detail all the depu- 
tations upon which he has served, or to indicate all 
the committees upon which he has sat, would be 
impossible, but those who have from time to time 
served with him know best that to his energy and 
hard-working ability, as well as to his clear expres- 
sion and logical reasoning, much of the success of 
interviews and deputations to Government and other 
bodies has been due. 


Dr. Wooldridge has, however, found time for 
activities in a wider field than this: he has served as 
a member of the Parliamentary and Scientific Com- 
mittee, and in 1940 was elected Hon. Secretary. He 
has been a member of the Scientific Investigations 
Committee of U.L.A.W.S. since 1938; he has been 
a Governor of Birkbeck College since 1934; but 
perhaps the most important functions he has served 
outside the N.V.M.A. were those in connection with 
his membership of the Interdepartmental Committee 
on Veterinary Education, 1937-39, and from 1939 
until the present as Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
of the National A.R.P. for Animals Service. Indeed 
his interest in veterinary education and research is 
exemplified by the fact that in 1930 he was elected 
President of the Veterinary Research Club and since 
then has been their Hon, Secretary, and that in 1939 
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he sought and obtained a seat on the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Perhaps the observation may be permitted here 
that readers will sympathise with one upon whom 
falls the task of attempting to draw a picture of our 
President’s career, and to keep it within the bounds 
of reasonable length. His activities have been so 
many and so varied that already this article has begun 
to assume catalogue form. For the benefit of those 
who do not know him (those who do need no assur- 
ance), it must be emphasised that Wooldridge brings 
to each and all of his duties an infectious cheerful 
energy and enthusiasm, which makes heavy tasks 
seem easier; his ability to approach his problems 
singly without subordinating main issues, and _ his 
logical and clear reasoning have impressed themselves 
upon his colleagues outside as well as within the 
profession. 

So far we have made no reference in this account 
to the work of the Survey Committee. Dr. Wool- 
dridge shares with the Past President, Mr. H. W. 
Steele-Bodger, and Professor Dalling, as well as the 
other members the credit of having been largely 
concerned in undertaking one of the biggest tasks 
ever embarked upon by the N.V.M.A. Even the 
most violent critic of the First Report and the Scheme 
will be prepared, we are convinced, to agree that the 
Survey Committee has performed a most important 
duty in drawing the attention of the profession and 
of Government to the state of disease in dairy herds, 
and in devising methods by which some of the appall- 
ing loss may be prevented. ‘The work is not com- 
pleted. As yet, diseases of sheep, pigs, poultry and 
horses remain to be considered. The President for 
the past two years has given a lead and set a standard 
which in themselves are an inspiration. We feel 
confident that in our new President we have one well 
fitted and able to assume the difficult mantle laid 
down by Mr. Steele-Bodger and of wearing it with 
equal efficiency. 

It is perhaps a measure of the vigour of the 
“National ”’ Association that two such men as our 
immediate Past President and our present President 
should be available in succession at a time when the 
exigencies of a total war have made so many “ ordered 
things asunder fly.” The present year of office will 
not, nay cannot, be an easy one. The President and 
Council will need all the support which the profession 
as a whole can give, for the Association must con- 
tinue to play its full share in planning whatever 
measures are found necessary to combat animal 
disease, whether directly or indirectly, and so con- 
tribute to the gigantic war effort which we in this 
country must make. Though perhaps there is not an 
opportunity for the profession to contribute so spec- 
tacularly as it did in the last war, when record achieve- 
ments were made by the R.A.V.C., both in France 
and other theatres of war, yet there is perhaps an 
even greater service demanded from us in the present 
war upon the home front. It may not be spectacular, 
it may pass almost unnoticed, but both now and in 
the days that are to come, farm livestock must be 
kept at the highest pitch of efficiency whether for 
work or food production, and disease must be fought 
constantly and vigilantly and even at the expense of 
personal sacrifice. 

We shall be expressing the desires of all our readers 
no less than our own in wishing Dr. Wooldridge a 
happy and successful term of office, 
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National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge Elected President 


The Fifty-ninth Annual General Meeting of the 
Association was held at the Connaught Rooms, Great 
Queen Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, on Friday, 
September 12th, 1941, at 2.30 p.m., the President, 
Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodzger, presiding over the meeting. 

The list of those attending will be found following 
the report of this meeting. Below is the list of those 
who sent apologies for absence from the Annual 
General Meeting: Dr. N. S. Barron, Professor 
Geo. F. Boddie, Professor J. B. Buxton, Mr. F. 
Chambers, Professor J. F. Craig, Messrs. E. P. 
Edwards, E. R. Edwards, A. A. Forsyth, J. Fox, 
Arthur Gofton, C. R. Golledge, O. V. Gunning, 
H. R. Hewetson, S. F. J. Hodgman, W. W. Lang, 
J. R. Lawson, E. F. McCleery, J. W. McIntosh, Dr. 
R. F. Montgomerie, Mr. S. J. Motton, Sir Arthur 
Olver, Mr. E. B. Reynolds, Dr. A. Robertson, Messrs. 
W. J. B. Robson, G. A. Sangster, Lt.-Col. P. J. 
Simpson, Messrs. John Smith, R. H. Smythe, Col. 
G. K. Walker, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse and Mr. T. 
Wilkinson. 

The Secretary then read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, 
having been published in the VETERINARY REcoRD, 
were taken as read and were approved, and were 
signed by the President. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


The President proceeded to deliver his Address 
from the Chair ; it was received with much apprecia- 
tion and enthusiasm. The address wi'l be found at 
the commencement of this issue of the REcorD. 

Dr. W. R. Woo.prince (President-elect): Mr. 
President, Ladies and Gentlemen,—After having 
listened to this excellent address, I think you would 
not wish to adjourn this meeting until we have ex- 
pressed our thanks to the President. I, personally, 
and many of you, too, have listened to a considerable 
number of presidential addresses, but I think you 
have never listened to a better. The President has 
shown a grasp of all the activities, not only of the 
Association but of the profession, and he is to be 
thanked for having laid the facts before us in such a 
well-balanced manner. When we go away and read 
the address again after it is published in the Recorp, 
we shall have the facts so well put before us that we 
shall be able to digest them and then put our backs 
into the work which the profession as a whole is able 
to do. I move a very grateful vote of thanks for the 
President’s most excellent Presidential Address. (Hear, 
hear, applause.) 

The PrestpENT: Dr. Wooldridge, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, I thank you. (At this point, the Presi- 
dent asked members of Council to adjourn to another 
room to continue the interrupted meeting of Council 
started in the morning, at the same time apologising 
for having to adjourn the Annual General Meeting at 
that stage.) 

At the resumption of the Annual General Meeting, 
the PRESIDENT said; Ladies and Gentlemen,—Firstly, 
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I must tender you my very sincere apologies for this 
long delay. I regret that it was inevitable, but I think 
it was excusable. I believe and hope that it will show 
how necessary it is to avoid any such delay on any 
future occasion. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT FOR 1941-42 


The next business on the Agenda (continued Mr. 
Steele-Bodger) is the election of the President for the 
ensuing year, and I have much pleasure in transmitting 
the Council’s decision to you. Dr. W. R. Wooldridge 
is nominated as our President for 1941-42, and I 
should like to be the first to congratulate him and to 
express to him my earnest hope that he will receive 
from every member of this Association that loyalty 
and service which it has been my pleasure to experi- 
ence. I hope that he will be as fortunate in his friends ; 
I hope that he will have his path smoothed for him by 
his fellow workers ; I hope he will have that success 
which was not always afforded me in my contacts 
with other bodies; and if I can give him any help 
during his period of office I shall be only too happy 
to do so. When I hand over the gown and chain of 
office I know they will be placed on shoulders that 
merit the office, and I wish him every success. 
(Applause.) 


ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET 


The PREsIDENT: I will now ask the Secretary to 
read the Auditors’ certificate at the foot of the Balance 
Sheet as at December 3lst, 1940. This done, the 
President continued: The Annual Report and 
Balance Sheet have been accepted by Council and 
are recommended for adoption by this meeting. 
May I therefore formally propose their adoption. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. A. H. Watson 
and carried unanimously. 


ELECTION OF -OTHER OFFICERS 
Mr. R. C. G. HANcocK, PRESIDENT-ELECT 


The PrestpENT: Council has recommended that 
the two Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year shall 
be the immediate Past-President (myself) and Mr. 
R. C. G. Hancock, who also becomes President-elect. 
I am afraid you will have to accept the first (laughter) 
because it is customary to do so. With regard to the 
second, it gives me the very greatest pleasure to 
propose Mr. R. C. G. Hancock as Vice-President 
and President-elect. (Applause.) 

As I stated to Council just now, for too many years 
Mr. Hancock has sheltered his light under a bushel. 
He is a colleague well known to many of us and has 
occupied with distinction the office of Chairman of 
the Editorial Committee. I would suggest that, 
perhaps second to chairmanship of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee, there is no more 
arduous chair to occupy; he has done it with credit 
to himself and to the chair. He has regularly attended 
meetings and conferences. We know his reasoning 
to be sound, we know his advice to be sound. We 
have every confidence in submitting his name to you 
as Vice-President and President-elect. 

[Mr. Hancock indicated by a nod and a smile his 
thanks to Mr. Steele- Bodger for his words.] 
(Applause.) 

Hon. Treasurer.—The PRESIDENT: It is the unani- 
mous wish of Council that the name of Mr. H. E. 
Bywater shall be submitted to you for re-election as 
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Hon. Treasurer of the Association. May I have the 
pleasure of saying a few words about Mr. Bywater. 
Mr. Bywater is an individual who does the greater 
part of his work behind the scenes. Because it is 
done behind the scenes many do not appreciate the 
extent of the work, or the devotion which he gives to 
his office, but as one who has been more in contact 
with him than many other members of this Associa- 
tion, I can speak with full knowledge. He is a man 
of the utmost integrity ; he always has at heart interest 
in the finances of the Association. He has been to 
me a loyal colleague, and for that I thank him. I 
would like to submit his name to you with the certainty 
that it will receive the unanimous approval of members 
here this afternoon. (Applause.) 

Mr. Bywater: Mr. President, Ladies and Gentle- 
men, whilst dissociating myself from the President’s 
remarks, nevertheless I thank you. 

Hon. Secretary.—The PRESIDENT: It is the unani- 
mous wish of Council that Mr. W. G. Wragg shall be 
invited to occupy the post of Hon. Secretary of the 
Association. For many years Mr. Wragg occupied 
the post of Hon. Treasurer but, in circumstances 
which are known to many of us, he had to relinquish 
that office to the regret.of us all. He is well known 
to us; he is a friend to all of us. If he will accept 
the office, I will submit to him again that it is the 
unanimous wish of Council that he should occupy 
the post of Hon. Secretary of the Association. 

Mr. Wracc: Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
It has come rather as a shock to me as a retired member 
of the Association—and one also on the dole ! (laughter) 
—that you should ask me to come back and work for 
the Association. As you have said, Mr. President, I 
know a good many people. If it is your wish, I will 
certainly carry on at any rate for a time, and I can 
assure you that I will always endeavour to promote 
the interests of the Association. Some of you, I 
gather from the atmosphere, may have looked upon 
me, in view of my age, as something of a conservative, 
but I will be perfectly frank and say that I still hold 
radical vizws—and certainly some of them are very 
“red”! (Laughter and applause.) 

General Secretary—The PRESIDENT: I am_ not 
going to take your time with a eulogy of Mr. Knight. 
As General Secretary of this Association, he has now 
served us for many years. I do not think it would be 
possible to have a General Secretary who would serve 
the Association more loyally, more devotedly, more 
assiduously, more honestly than does Mr. Knight. I 
can speak of that service probably better than any 
President of the Association because I have worked in 
closer contact with him than has any other. No 
words of praise of mine would be too high to pay to 
him: all I can do is record the facts. I thank him 
for his personal loyalty and service on my own behalf 
and on behalf of the Association and move his re- 
election as General Secretary. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. KnicuHt: Mr. President, Ladies and Gentle- 
men, I thank you. 

Auditors —The PRESIDENT: I move the re-election 
as Auditors of the firm of Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfield 
and Wykes, chartered accountants. This was agreed. 


INDUCTION OF NEW PRESIDENT 


The PRESIDENT: Since there are no matters to 
discuss under items 6, 7 and 8 of the Agenda, it is 


now my next and pleasant duty to vacate this chair 
and hand over the insignia of office to Dr. Wooldridge. 
[Mr. Steele-Bodger then proceeded to invest the new 
President (Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, M.sc., M.R.C.V.S.) 
with the gown, chain and badge of President of the 
Association—amid much applause. ] 

Mr. STeeLe-BopGer: Dr. Wooldridge, in placing 
upon you the robe and chain of office, I do so with 
the greatest pleasure and in the knowledge that you 
will uphold the best traditions of the Association. In 
honouring you, the Association is honouring itself. 
It has been my pleasure for two years to serve the 
Association as President : it will now be my pleasure 
to serve you in the future. I congratulate you. 


The Presipent (Dr. W. R. Wooldridge): Mr. 
Steele-Bodger, Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to 
express to you my great thanks for this confidence 
which you are now placing in me, and I sincerely hope 
that you will find that confidence has not been mis- 
placed. I have as my aim to carry out my duties in a 
way similar to that in which they have been carried 
out by Mr. Steele-Bodger. I cannot look for any 
better example of how the office of President should 
be upheld. He has increased the prestige of the 
Association, has advanced the cause of the profession 
in many ways and has done probably more than—or 
at least as much. as—any other individual at any time 
for this Association and, through the Association, for 
the profession. (Hear, hear.) I have endeavoured to 
assist him as he has stated, for two years, although 
actually we have worked together in the cause of pro- 
fessional progress as we think it for a period of years 
longer than that, and I would not feel at all confident 
as to what I should be able to do in your interests if 
I were not assured of his continued support and assist- 
ance and, I may also say, guidance, through my year 
of office. Ladies and gentlemen, I assure you I will 
do the very best I can for the profession and I hope 
at the end of the year you will feel that the trust you 
have placed in me will in fact hav2 proved to be 
right. (Applause.) 

The President (continuing): Ladies and Gentle- 
men, I wish myself to move a vote of thanks to the 
Past President for the work he has done on our behalf. 
I do this with the greatest of pleasure for the reasons 
I have indicated previously and, as the hour is very 
late, I will not go over them again. There is no man 
in the profession with so much energy and enthusiasm 
as has Mr. Steele-Bodger and, during the time that 
has passed, he has not spared himself: he has worked 
day after day, and—yes—night afte night as well. 
I would move from the chair a very hearty vote of 
thanks to our retiring President. (Applause.) 

Mr. CaMpBELL: Mr. President, I think now is the 
proper time for me. to move a vote of thanks to the 
Officers of the Association during the past two years. 
Unfortunately, I have not been able to see so much 
of their work as in previous years, but I know what it 
entails to be an officer of the Association: it means 
self-sacrifice, hard work and ungrudging service. 
That has been given by every officer—they all deserve 
our thanks and now is the proper time to record it. 
I move a vote of thanks to the Officers of the Associa- 
tion. (Applause.) 

Mr. SreeLe-BopcEerR: Mr. Campbell, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, on behalf of the Officers of the Associa- 
tion, I thank you. 

The PrestpENT: I now declare the meeting closed, 
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ATTENDANCE LIST 


Following is a list of members and visitors who attended 
the Annual General Meeting of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association of Great Britain and Ireland, held 
at the Connaught Rooms, London, on Friday, September 
12th, 1941, at which the President, Mr. H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, M.R.C.v.s., delivered his address from the chair. 


Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger (President) and Mrs. Steele- 
Bodger, Mr. E. P. Barrett, Mr. H. Bell, Miss H. M. 
Bodger, Professor T. J. Bosworth, Mrs. N. Brancker, 
Miss W. M. Brancker, Mr. W. Brown (Editorial Repre- 
sentative) and Mrs. Brown, Mr. H. E. Bywater (Hon. 
Treasurer), Mr. and Mrs. Donald Campbell, Mr. N. C. 
Collins, Professor T. Dalling, Sir Weldon and Lady Anne 
Dalrymple-Champneys, Dr. G. O. Davies, Major and 
Mrs. Brennan DeVine, Mr. J. B. Dier, Mr. T. A. Dobie, 
Mr. H. Scott Dunn, Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Dwerryhouse, 
Dr. J. T. Edwards, Mr. John Francis, Mr. R. E. Glover, 
Dr. John Hammond, Mr. and Mrs. R. C. G. Hancock, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Hignett, Mr. and Mrs. J. Holroyd, 
Dr. J. R. M. Innes, Miss P. Iszard, Miss A. Jeaffreson, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Jennings, Mr. C. R. Johns, Mr. T. H. 
Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert King, Mr. Nevill S. King, 
Major Hamilton Kirk, Mr. G. H. Livesey, Professor J. 
McCunn, Mr. and Mrs. G. P. Male, Mr. G. W. Dunlop 
Martin, Mr. and Mrs. H. T. Matthews, Dr. A. T. R. 
Mattick, Professor and Mrs. Wm. C. Miller, Mr. R. 
Paisley, Mr. W. A. Pool, Mr. J. W. Procter, Dr. F. L. 
Pyman, Dr. J. T. Share Jones, Mr. A. Spicer, Dr. and 
Mrs. A. W. Stableforth, Mr. Alasdair Steele-Bodger, Mr. 
Michael Steele-Bodger, Miss Joyce Taylor, Mr. T. R. 
Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Thomson, Mr. S. B. Vine, 
Mr. A. H. Watson, Mr. E. G. White, Mr. W. J. Williams, 
Professor and Mrs. G. H. Wooldridge, Dr. W. R. Wool- 
dridge (Hon. Secretary) and Mrs. Wooldridge, Mr., Mrs. 
and Miss Wragg. 


FATHER AT WoRK IN THE SURGERY 


We think the excellence of this pencilled impression of 

her father on operative business bent, by the 13-year-old 

daughter of one of the members of our Editorial Com- 

mittee, justifies this addition to the features introduced 

from time to time with the object of lightening our 
necessarily sober columns, 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


The Annual General Meeting Luncheon 


In association with the foregoing Annual General 
Meeting, a luncheon was held at the Connaught 
Rooms on Friday, September 12th, 1941, which was 
attended by over 100 guests and members, with their 
ladies. Under the presidency of Mr. H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, M.R.c.v.s., the Association enjoyed the 
privilege of entertaining representatives of the 
numerous bodies with which it stands in happy and 
useful relitionship. 

The cu sts included Dr. W. H. Andrews (Director 
of Veterinary Research, Ministry of Agriculture), Mr. 
T. R. G. Bennett (Chairman, The Wellcome Founda- 
tion, Ltd.), Dr. P. C. Brett (Head of the Commercial 
Department, Messrs. Boots, Ltd.), Dr. F. Bullock 
(Secretary, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons), 
Mr. N. C. Collins (Veterinary Dzpartment, Messrs. 
Burroughs Wellcome & Co.), Sir Richard Cooper 
(Maneging Director, Messrs. Cooper, McDougall & 
Robertson), Professor T. Dalling (Director, Institute 
of Animal Pathology, Cambridge), Sir Weldon 
Dalrymple-Champneys (Deputy Chief Medical Officer, 
Ministry of Health) and Lady Dalrymple-Champneys, 
Mr. J. L. Davies (Marketing Officer, Milk Marketing 
Board), Professor F. L. Engledow (Chair of Agri- 
culture, Cambridge), Dr. Thomas Fraser (President, 
British Medical Association), Mr. Cleveland Fyfe 
(General Secretary, National Farmers’ Union), Mr. 
R. W. Haddon (Editor, Farmer and Stockbreeder), Dr. 
J. Hammond (Sckool of Agricuiture, Cambridge), Mr. 
E. H. E. Havelock (Administrative Secretary, Agricul- 
tural Research Council), Dr. H. Hepworth (Senior 
Director, Imperial Chemical Industries, Manchester), 
Mr. J. Holroyd (President, Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons), Mr. C. R. Johns (Secretary, Natiorl 
Canine Defence League), Dr. H. D. Kay (Director, 
National Institute for Research in Dairying), Dr. 
W. A. Lethem (Deputy Senior Medical Officer, 
Ministry of Health), Mr. Marston (Farmers’ Weekly), 
Dr. A. T. R. Mattick (National Institute for Research 
in Dairying), Mr. Nevill Matthews (Messrs. John, 
Thornton, Hobson & Co.), Mr. R. Paisley (Veter- 
inary Department, Messrs. May & Baker, Ltd.), Mr. 
Thomas Peacock (President, National Farmers’ Union), 
Commander Christopher Powell (Secretary, Parlia- 
mentary and Scientific Committee), Dr. F. L. Pyman 
(Chief Research Officer, Messrs. Boots, Ltd.), Mr. E. 
Keith Robinson (Secretary, Our Dumb Friends’ 
League), Dr. W. C. C. Topley (Secretary, Agricultural 
Research Council), Mr. W. J. Williams (Veterinary 
Department, Messrs. Bayer Products, Ltd.). 

Following the honouring of the loyal toast, the 
PRESIDENT said: We have but one other toast this 
afternoon, and that is the toast of “Our Guests.” 
There is no toast, I am sure, except that of His 
Majesty the King, which could give us greater pleasure. 
(Hear, hear.) We are particularly fortunate, I think, 
in the guests whom we have around us to-day. We 
have representatives of agriculture and of the medical 
profession, representatives of commercial houses, 
representatives of the animal welfare societies and of 
the agricultural Press, together with distinguished 
members of our own profession and the allied sciences. 

In respect of agriculture, we are glad to welcome 
Mr. Thomas Peacock, President of the National 
Farmers’ Union, thrice honoured by that body for 
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his sterling service to agriculture and to the Union— 
a man well known for his integrity and fair-mindedness. 
Then we have Mr. Cleveland Fyfe. I suggest it 
would be difficult to think in terms of the National 
Farmers’ Union without associating with it the name 
of Mr. Cleveland Fyfe, the General Secretary. Many 
of us know that, in addition, he has been most assidu- 
ously concerned, since the outbreak of war, with 
other activities such as the Agriculture Red Cross 
Fund, being the active Chairman of the General 
Purposes Sub-committee. 

We also welcome Professor Topley, the Secretary 
of the Agricultural Research Council. Professor 
Topley received his introduction to the profession 
generally, I think, by a somewhat backhanded com- 
pliment which was paid him—to the effect that he 
was quite good for his job, but his place would have 
been better filled by a veterinarian! (Laughter.) We 
should like to see a veterinarian in his office, but I 
am quite certain that I speak for everyone here when 
I say that, at the present time, we could have no more 
fitting occupant, otherwise, for the Secretaryship of 
the Agricultural Research Council, than Professor 
Topley. (Applause.) Those of us who were privi- 
leged to meet him at our conference with the Agri- 
cultural Research Council and other bodies were 
exceedingly impressed by his ability, by his per- 
sonality and by his driving force. If all our negotia- 
tions could have been conducted with men of such 
calibre, we should have got through them in a much 
shorter space of time. Any help this profession can 
give him we shall be pleased to afford him. His 
second in command is Mr. Havelock; when I first 
met Mr. Havelock I was at once impressed by the 
personality of the individual who had been described 
to me as the “ power behind the throne.” I am sure 
that he will have a job’ to overtake his chief, Professor 
Topley, but I am equally sure that he will always be 
hard on his heels. 

Professor Engledow we welcome for the first time 
at an Association gathering—he is the distinguished 
occupant of the Chair of Agriculture at Cambridge 
University, and he will come into close co-operation 
with our Association in the future, for he is to be 
responsible, to the Ministry of Agriculture, for the 
training of certain individuals concerning whom I 
have something to say later on this afternoon. 

We are also very pleased to welcome Dr. Kay, the 
Director of the National Institute for Research in 
Dairying at Reading; a live wire, indeed, and one 
who has the interests of agriculture much at heart. 
Many of us have felt that the importance of the 
veterinary aspect of dairying problems was insuffici- 
ently appreciated at Reading, but we are sure that Dr. 
Kay is not responsible for this and any help which 
this Association and our profession can afford him 
and his staff we shall be only too glad to give him. 

Then we have with us Dr. Hammond and Dr. 
Mattick, both of whom have given us freely of their 
experience and their knowledge and we are exceed- 
ingly grateful to them for that. 

Mr. Nevill Matthews represents, I believe, the 
oldest firm of auctioneers in the country ; his name 
is a household word in agricultural circles. He, also, 
is an active member of the Agriculture Red Cross 
Fund, being chairman of the Finance Sub-committee. 

In Mr. Haddon we welcome the editor of The 
Farmer and Stockbreeder, the oldest agricultural paper 
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in the British Isles. Mr. Haddon is an exceptionally 
active man and he serves with distinction as the 
deputy chairman of the Agriculture Red Cross Fund 
Committee. 

I will next refer to Mr. Davies, Marketing Officer 
of the Milk Marketing Board. Those of us who 
have had the pleasure of meeting him are impressed 
with him as being a man still young in years but of 
ripe experience, far sighted and one who will go far. 
I believe him to be a loyal friend of this profession, 
and I hope that, in the future, we shall have, through 
him, a more intimate association with the Board 
which he serves. 

I regret that we have no official representative of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries with us 
to-day, but there are many officers of that Ministry 
here and we are pleased to see them. 

I now come to the representatives of Medicine. 
First I must speak of our old friend, Sir Weldon 
Dalrymple-Champneys and, of course, with him, 
Lady Anne. (Applause.) Here we have old friends, 
tried friends, friends of the past, friends of the present 
and, we hope, friends of the future. We wish Sir 
Weldon all possible success in the important office 
which he holds and we hope for still closer collabora- 
tion in the future between the Ministry which he 
serves and our Association. (Hear, hear.) Dr. 
Lethem, also of the Ministry of Health, is always 
welcome at our functions, and not only for his abili- 
ties as a raconteur (laughter) but because we believe 
him to be our good friend. 

It is now my pleasing duty (proceeded the Pres1- 
DENT) to accord a most hearty welcome to Dr. Thomas 
Fraser, the distinguished President of the British 
Medical Association. (Loud applause.) Dr. Fraser, 
I believe this is the first occasion on which the Associa- 
tion has been honoured by the presence of a President 
of the British Medical Association. We welcome you 
as representing your Association, we welcome you as 
its distinguished President for the ‘‘ duration,”’ but 
we also welcome you for your personal qualities. Dr. 
Fraser tells me that his election was accidental ; the 
Congress happened to be held in Aberdeen, he hap- 
pened to be in Aberdeen and he was made President. 
But I have it on good authority that it was because 
Dr. Fraser lived in Aberdeen that the Congress went 
to that city. We have the very happiest recollections 
of Aberdeen, one of our most successful Congresses 
I believe in 1924—was held there. At no Congress 
did we have a better time and at no city was hospi- 
tality more lavishly bestowed upon us: I hope that 
in time to come we may return there. Dr. Fraser 
is a pillar of his profession and not only of Aberdeen ; 
his name is well known throughout the length and 
breadth of Scotland. Some twenty years ago he was 
honoured by H.M. King George V; since then 
honours have been showered upon him. He was 
formerly Lecturer in Clinical Medicine in the Uni- 
versity of Aberdeen and is now Physician at the 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. I believe that no name 
stands higher in the medical world of Scotland than 
that of Dr. Fraser, and we are very pleased, Sir, to 
see you here to-day. 

We are glad also to welcome Commander Powell, 
as representing the Parliamentary and_ Scientific 
Committee. I believe that the day we decided to sub- 
scribe to the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee 
was one of our best days and that this was one of the 
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best things the Association has ever done. Certainly we 
have been re-paid with interest for our affiliation with 
that body. I do not think I am wrong when I say 
that we have never appealed to them for support 
without not only getting support, but getting some- 
thing concrete done on behalf of the profession by 
them. As you are aware, we are still smarting under 
what we consider to be a slight in that we have no 
representative or representatives on the Agricultural 
Improvement Council for Scotland, and we are 
hoping that the Parliamentary and Scientific Com- 
mittee will renew their endeavours on our behalf, 
so that that wrong may be righted: a wrong, not 
only to the profession, but to agriculture. 

In Mr. C. R. Johns and Mr. Keith Robinson we 
welcome representatives of the animal welfare move- 
ments. Our relations with the animal welfare societies 
have been mixed but we look forward optimistically 
that we may work harmoniously together for, between 
us, we may be able to build a solid edifice for the 
benefit of the animals which we both profess to serve. 

The commercial houses are well represented. At 
the present moment I cannot refer to all their repre- 
sentatives individually, but as a whole, and I would 
like to say how glad we are to see you all here to-day. 
We hope that our future associations with you may 
be pleasant, amicable, and mutually profitable. I 
cannot, however, resist referring to Sir Richard 
Cooper. He has informed me that he felt compelled 
to accept the invitation for to-day when he saw that 
it emanated from 10, Bore Street, Lichfield. Sir 
Richard tells me that he was born in that hovse; I 
can only hope that the fortunes of our Association 
will follow a ratn as favouralble as those whicn have 
attended the firm which Sir Richard so ably directs. 
Incidentally, I could wish that my branch practice 
which is established there might prove equally profit- 
able ! 

To turn now to our own profession. We are 
honoured here to-day to welcome the distinguished 
President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Mr. John Holroyd. He needs no introduction to 
you: his sterling worth is well known to us all. Mr. 
Holroyd, we are glad to have you with us. (Applavse.) 
Although to our great regret, we have received a last 
minute telegram from Brigadier C. A. Murray, re- 
gretting his inability to be present to-day, I feel sure 
that a few words regarding this “ absent guest ”’ will 
not be out of place. The head of the Army Vetérinary 
Service, he is to be congratulated, as is the Service, 
upon having at last—at long last—achieved what the 
Service should have had decades ago—control of the 
Remount Service. (Applause.) We hope that the 
future of the Army Veterinary Service may not be 
as small as some people seem to-day to think it is 
likely to be. The Army Veterinary Service has 
always been a credit to the profession. Many of us 
have happy memories of it; certainly at the present 
time the leadership is in good hands. 

The PresipeENT concluded: “ Last, but by no 
means least, I have the pleasantest of all duties, that 
of welcoming the ladies. After all, if it were not for 
the ladies, few, if any, of us would be here to-day. 
(Laughter.) I am certain that there is not one of us 
here who is not infinitely better for his association 
with ladies. I shudder to think that a day should 
ever come when we should have to hold an Annual 
Luncheon without their charming presence, 
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Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
Ladies’ Guild 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN LONDON 


The tenth Annual General Meeting of the Ladies’ 
Guild was held at the Connaught Rooms, Kingsway, 
London, on Friday, September 12th, 1941. 

There were present Mrs. J. G. Wright (President) 
in the chair, and the following members: Mrs. T. J. 
Bosworth, Mrs. R. E. Glover, Mrs. J. Holroyd, Mrs. 
S. Jennings, Mrs. G. P. Male, Mrs. H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, Mrs. T. R. Thomas, Mrs. G. H. Wooldridge, 
Mrs. W. R. Wooldridge, Mrs. W. G. Wragg, and 
Miss F. V. Wragg (Hon. Secretary and Treasurer). 
Dr. Bullock, Secretary V.V.B.F., was also present. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. 
H. King, Mrs. J. G. McGregor and Mrs. M. 
Nickinson. 

The minutes of the previous annual general meet- 
ing, which had been published in The Veterinary 
Record, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

Letters of thanks for the donations made by the 
Guild were read from the Secretaries of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund and th: National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society. 


SECRETARY’S REPORT AND FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT 


Miss F. V. Wragg presented her Annual Report 
and Financial Statement, which was received and 
adopted. 

From the report it appears that the Guild has had 
another successful year, despite the anxieties of the 
times, and the fact that no Congress was held by the 
National Veterinary Medical Association at which the 
well supported functions in aid of the Guild are held. 

Membership.—The number of members is 439. 
Since the previous meeting 20 mew members have 
joined. Seven have resigned and one is deceased. 

The Financial Statement showed that the balance 
in hand at the previous meeting was £156 2s. 4d., 
and that during the year the following amounts were 
received: Entrance fees and annual subscriptions, 
£42 13s.; donations, £118 7s. 3d—a total of 
£317 2s. 7d. 

The payments were £150 to the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund, £5 to the National Veterinary 
Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society ; the petty 
cash account for stationery and postage amounted to 
£3 17s. 24d., leaving a balance in hand of £158 5s. 44d. 

The Hon. Secretary’s report was concluded with 
the following extract from the annual report of the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, which was 
presented at the Annual General Meeting held at 
York on June 20th, 1941 :— 

“* Ladies’ Guild.—In spite of the fact that it was 
impossible to arrange a special function on behalf of 
the Benevolent Funds at the Annual Conference of 


Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to tise and drink 
with me the health of ‘Our Guests.” After which 
I would like them to come along and hear some of 
the activities of our Association as outlined in my 
Presidential Address.” 

(The Annual General Meeting followed imme- 
diately.) 
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the N.V.M.A., the Ladies’ Guild have contrived to 
gather no less a sum than £150 to hand over to the 
Fund. This amount was placed to the credit of the 
Subscription Account as at the time it was feared it 
would be needed for current relief. This has not 
proved to be the case and the amount will be trans- 
ferred to Donations for Investment. 'To have col- 
lected in a year clouded with anxieties of war so large 
a sum is a tribute to the splendid enthusiasm of the 
Guild and its Officers, among whom it is not invidious 
to name especially the President, Mrs. Male, and the 
Honorary Secretary, Miss Wragg. To the lady 
members of the Guild, the Officers of the Fund 
tender their grateful thanks.” 


DONATIONS RECEIVED FROM MEMBERS DURING 
THE YEAR 


Mrs. Atkinson, 10/6; Mrs. Barker, 7/6; Mrs. 
Beaumont, 7/6; Mrs. Blount, 8/-; Miss Brancker, 
17/6; Mrs. Browne, £1 and £10 (proceeds of raffle) ; 
Mrs. Camac, 8/-; Mrs. Cattell, 8/-; Mrs. 
Chipperfield, 8/- ; Mrs. Craig, £1; Mrs. Donaldson, 
10/-; Mrs. Douglas, 17/6; Mrs. Dwerryhouse, 7/- ; 
Mrs. Forbes, 7/6; Mrs. Fox, 7/6; Mrs. Franklin, 
£1; Mrs. Gardner, 7/6; Mrs. Gould, 21/-; Mrs. 
Graham, 10/-; Mrs. Hudson, 21/-; Mrs. Tudor 
Hughes, 10/-; Mrs. Johnstone, 17/6; Mrs. Kay, 
7/6; Mrs. Kelly, 7/6; Mrs. Loveless, 8/-; Mrs. 
Male, £3 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Michie, 8/-; Mrs. Mont- 
gomerie, 7/6; Mrs. Moore, 10/-; Mrs. McCleery, 
7/6; Mrs. McLean, 10/-; Mrs. McKenzie, 7/6; 
Mrs. Ottaway, £7 (proceeds of raffle); Mrs. Peggie, 
7/6; Mrs. Powley, £1; Mrs. Shannon, 7/6; Mrs. 
Simpson, £4 9s.; Mrs. J. Smith, 21/-; Mrs. L. 
Smith, 6/6; Mrs. R. Smith, 17/6; Mrs. Smyth, 
12/- (proceeds of raffle); Mrs. Steele-Bodger, 21/- ; 


Mrs. Stewart, 7/6; Mrs. Thomas, 10/-; Mrs. Vine, 


7/6; Mrs. Watson, 15/3 (in 3d. pieces) ; Mrs. Weir, 
7/6; Mrs. Wilkinson, 10/6; Mrs. G. H. Wooldridge, 
£2 10s/; Mrs. W. R. Wooldridge, 21/- and £4 16s. 
(proceeds of raffle); Mrs. Wragg, £2 2s. (proceeds 
of refle); Mrs. Wright, £5 5s. and £2 10s. (proceeds 
of raffl:); £5 3s. proceeds of raf: per Mrs. Male, 
Mrs. Standley and Mrs. Wooldridge, and several other 
donations of lesser amounts. 


Miscellaneous Donations.—Royal Veterinary College, 
London Students’ Union, £12 12s. (proceeds of a 
concert) and £3 18s. (proceeds of a tennis tournament ; 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland Students’ Union 
(per Mrs. T. G. Browne), £10; J. Blakeley, Esq., 
£2 10s. 6d. (proceeds of golf competition); J. A. 
Brown, Esq., £1; V. Boyle, Esq., 21/- ; H. Gooch, 
Esq., £1; Miss Lawrence, 21/-; C. Randle, Esq., 
21/-; C. Thelkeld, Esq., 10/-. 

Thanks were expressed to the following members 
who had collected the annual subscriptions and dona- 
tions from the members enrolled by them: Mrs. 
H. King, £3 7s. 6d.; Mrs. G. H. Wooldridge, 
£5 6s.; Mrs. P. J. Simpson, £7 6s. 6d. Scotland : 
Mrs. A. M. Grant, £6; Mrs. J. G. McGregor, 
£6 4s. 6d.; Mrs. J. McQuaker, £1 13s. 6d.; Mrs. 
G. A. Stewart, £7 16s. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


The following Officers were unanimously elected 
for the ensuing year :— 
President,—Mrs. W. R. Wooldridge. 
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Vice-Presidents—Mrs. A. H. Watson (representing 
England), Mrs. A. M. Grant (representing Scotland), 
Mrs. T. R. Thomas (representing Wales), Mrs. J. P. 
Camac (representing N. Ireland), Mrs. 'T. G. Browne 
(representing Eire), and the immediate Past President, 
Mrs. J. G. Wright. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.—Miss F. V. Wragg 
was re-elected. 

Hon. Auditor.—Professor J. G. Wright was re- 
elected. 

The President (Mrs. W. R. Wooldridge) was 
nominated as the Guild’s representative on the Council 
of the V.V.B. Fund. 

Dr. Bullock expressed his pleasure at being afforded 
the opportunity of thanking, on behalf of the Council 
of the V.V.B. Fund, the members of the Guild for 
their continued great efforts. He gave particulars 
of a number of cases in which relief had been granted, 
and added that thanks to the handsome donations 
from the Guild, it had been possible to make more 
liberal grants than would otherwise have been possible. 

Resolutions.—The following resolutions were carried 
unanimously :— 

1. That donations of £150 be made to the V.V.B. 
Fund and £5 to the V.V.B. & M.D. Society. 

2. That letters of thanks be sent to the students 
of the Royal Veterinary College, London, and of the 
Royal Veterinary College, Dublin, for their donations. 

The meeting concluded after votes of thanks had 
been accorded to Mrs. J. G. Wright for her successful 
year of office; to Miss F. V. Wragg for her much 
appreciated services as Hon. Secretary and Treasurer ; 
to Dr. Bullock for his address; and to Professor 
J. G. Wright for again having acted as Hon. Auditor. 


ABSTRACTS 


[OBSERVATIONS ON NEPHRITIS' HORSES. 
LancuaM, R. F., and HaLiman, E. T. (1940.) Amer. 
]. Vet. Res. 1. 49] 

The kidneys of 38 aged horses were obtained 
immediately after death. Gross lesions found in them 
were hyperaemia, small cysts in the medulla and 
cortex and a few white foci dotted over the surface. 
In four cases which appeared normal measurements 
of the convoluted tubules were made. Microscopic- 
ally, some degree of nephritis was shown in eight 
cases. The lesions involved the interstitial connec- 
tive tissue and proliferation of the fihroblasts had led 
to atrophy of the tubules. The renal capsules showed 
little change. ‘The most interesting lesions were 
found in the blood vessels which in most cases showed 
subendothelial connective tissue thickening. There 
was very little apparent kidney change as a result 
of these arteriolar changes. 


[CALFHOOD VACCINATION AS AN AID IN CO- 
OPERATIVE BANG’S DISEASE CONTROL. Mou 
J. R., Wicut, A. E., and O’Rear, H. M. (1941.) 
J. Amer. vet med. Ass. 98. 1.] 

This article contains an interesting review of the 
results of the campaign to eradicate contagious abor- 
tion in the U.S.A. Since the introduction of the 
test-and-slaughter plan in 1934 there are now 346 
modified accredited counties, making 11-3 per cent, 
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of the total. Following the experimental work of Buck 
in 1925, the Bureau of Animal Industry has con- 
ducted an extensive inquiry into the prophylactic 
value of Br. abortus Strain 19 as a vaccine. Since 
1936, 17,000 calves in infected herds have been 
inoculated and of these over 8,000 have now com- 
pleted pregnancies, of which 96 per cent. were normal 
while only 5-1 per cent. were positive to the agglu- 
tination test. Only 128 animals aborted as the result 
of infection with Brucella. It is stated that while 
infected animals were kept in these herds, it was not 
possible to maintain unvaccinated control cattle. 

The authors recommend that the present official 
programme be amended to include calfhood vaccina- 
tion as an adjunct to the test-and-slaughter method, 
in those States where this procedure is desired, and 
specify the conditions which should be observed in 
cases where it is adopted. 

S. &. 


(FIBROSIS OF THE LIVER IN HEART FAILURE. 
Day, T. D., and Armstronec, T. G. (1940.) J. Path. 
and Bact. 2. 221-226. (2 plates, 14 refs.).] 

This condition has been found where there has 
been a persistently raised venous pressure. The 
fibrosis is not due to inflammatory changes, and it is 
suggested that oedema and not proliferation of the 
fibroblasts gives rise to the fibrous tissue. The 
process is most marked in the peripheral parts of the 
liver and the most severe damage occurs in the 
branches of the hepatic veins and under the capsule. 
Oedematous tags are also found in the subcapsular 
endothelium. The fibrous tissue consists of almost 
acellular collagen fibrils without cellular proliferation 
and regeneration of the parenchyma. The belief is 
that the fibrils are not the direct product of connec- 
tive tissue but arise from an amorphous substrate. 
The latter is exuded from the vessels when oedema is 
present with a persistent tissue distension. The 
theory of extracellular fibrillogenesis does not imply 
that in all cases cells do not take part in the process 
and evidence is available that mesenchymal cells are 
necessary and elaborate a diffusible stimulus which 
evokes the formation of the fibrils. The chronic 
excess of such substrate in the tissues may be ex- 
pected to result in the production of an increase in 
fibrous tissue from a purely mechanical event such 
as a persistent rise in venous pressure. P 

3... &. D. 


FRIESIAN PEDIGREE BIRTHS BY ARTIFICIAL 
INSEMINATION 


At a recent meeting of the Council of the British 
Friesian Cattle Society report was made of the birth of 
the first “ test-tube ” pedigree Friesian calves. ‘These are 
two heifer calves born in the herd of Reading University 
and by a sire in the Compton herd of the Agricultural 
Research Council. 

Very strict precautions were enforced by the Society 
in connection with the birth of the calves. The collec- 
tion of the semen, the insemination of the dams, the fact 
that they were in calf and the actual births, were all the 
subject of supervision by the Society’s inspectors. 

A Bartley Green farmer who slaughtered 13 pigs with- 
out a licence pleaded guilty when he appeared at 
Birmingham Police Court. He was fined £100, with an 
additional fine of £25 for having in his possession meat 
unfit for human food. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Lords Debate Feeding-stuffs and National Nutrition 


In the House of Lords on September 30th, Viscount 
BLEDISLOE asked the Government whether their attention 
had been called to “ Bulletin No. 3” published by 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., and entitled “‘ Home 
Production and Use of Feeding-stuffs in War.”’ Whether 
the Government were in general agreement with its argu- 
ments and deductions; and whether, in the light of them, 
they contemplated an amendment of their calculations 
regarding the numbers of livestock (especially poultry) that 
could be maintained without depleting the indispensable 
supplies of essential human foods, and the consequent 
revision of their authorised animal rations, based on such 
calculations. He also moved for papers. 

Lorp Teviot supported the motion. 

Viscount Dawson of PENN urged the need of stimu- 
lating poultry farming. He said that the egg was of very 
great value from a nutritive point of view, and could 
bear comparison with milk, being rich in protein and 
vitamin. It could be said that together milk and eggs 
were a veritable tower of nutritive strength. So great 
was the importance of the egg that it was a mistake to 
penalise its production, for all authorities were agreed 
that without milk or eggs men could not work as they 
could otherwise. It was right that there should be a 
priority of eggs for children and some invalids, but from 
the point of view of preventive medicine and of keeping 
the active population well and fit during the war, we could 
not overlook the fact that the availability to them of eggs 
would play a big and important part. He earnestly 
hoped that the Minister of Food would take no steps 
further to ration eggs. Rather should he leave it to 
localities to try, by voluntary effort, to look after the egg 
needs of their children and ailing citizens. The poultry 
farmers had been penalised by the reduction of feeding 
ration for poultry. Could not a further reduction be 
postponed for a little time? 

It was important that we in this country should pro- 
duce protein-rich food, suitable for our animals and hens, 
not next year but within the next two or three months. 
In connection with the manufacture of acetone there was 
a by-product containing large quantities of protein suit- 
able for feeding poultry and animals. This had been 
used to feed pigs and other animals in the last war, but 
at present it was a by-product which was being wasted. 


Testep 


It was of great importance that tuberculin-tested herds 
should be protected. Certain food officers did not seem 
to realise that these cows had been gathered together 
for years past by patient labour, and that if anything were 
to happen to the herds it would take years to undo the 
evil. An order had been issued to reduce the tuberculin- 
tested herds, but he thought that this must be an error 
which had happened in the office, and he hoped it would 
be put right. This order was one more example of the 
fact that it was a hazardous thing to tamper with the 
liquid milk supply, and that the less we controlled it the 
better. 

The Marquess of Crewe said that the farming com- 
munity found themselves greatly disturbed by the various 
instructions they had received. 

Lorp PxHittimore hoped that further egg production 
would be encouraged. 


GOVERNMENT REPLY 


The Duke of Norro.k, Joint Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Agriculture, said he did not agree with the 
suggestion underlying Lord Bledisloe’s motion that the 
Government’s policy could be implemented by the publi- 
cation of the I.C.I. bulletin. It was no disparagement 
to that document to say that it was well suited to bring 
home the essential features of the situation to the general 
public, but that what it contained had been fully realised 
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October 11th, 1941. 


NOTES AND NEWS 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Oct. 16th.—Meeting of the Lincolnshire and District 
Division, N.V.M.A. at Lincoln, 2 p.m. 
Oct. 16th—Meeting of the Dumfries and Galloway 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Dumfries, 2.15 p.m. 
Oct. 22nd. ere of the Yorkshire Division, 
M.A., at Beverley, 2.30 p.m. 
Oct. of the Yorkshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Leeds, 2.30 p.m. 


PERSONAL 


Our readers will be very glad to learn that Col. R. J. 
Stordy has progressed so far in his convalescence that 
he is now able to take a holiday in Scotland. 


Marriage.—Barron—RICHARDS.—On September 11th, 
at St. Michael’s Church, Tilehurst, Reading, Dr. N. S. 
Barron, son of Major W. K. Barron, M.R.c.v.s., and Mrs. 
Barron, of Guildford, to Betty Mary Kathleen Richards, 
daughter of Mr. J. M. and Mrs. Richards, of Elmsdale, 
Oxford Road, Tilehurst, Reading. 


Veterinarian Mayor.—Mr. Aubrey Ernest Ward, 
M.R.C.V.S., who has lived and practised in Slough since 
1923, is to continue as Mayor of Slough for a second 
year. 


“ Father of the Profession ” Retires. —Mr. James Webb, 
F.R.C.V.S., aged 91, of Clarence Road, Windsor, who 
became the “ Father of the Profession” on the death of 
Dr. Wm. Patterson, of Montreal, recently announced in 
our columns, has decided to retire. 

Mr. Webb has been in practice for 71 years and during 
that time has never taken a holiday nor had a day’s illness. 
Still upright and agile, he rode a bicycle until a year ago 
and learned to drive a car at 74. With typical freshness 
of mind, and speaking from the wealth of his experience, 
he has added “ the wit to avoid turning night into day ” 
to the list of rules for the attainment of a vigorous old 
age, and we take great pleasure in wishing him a long 
and happy retirement. 

R.C.V.S. OBITU ARY 


Cuiay, Frank Septimus, 0.B.£., 39, Lockharton Avenue, 
Edinburgh, 11. Capt., late R.A.V.C. Graduated Edin- 
burgh, December 12th, 1895. Died September 26th, 
1941 


Capt. FRANK -CLAY, 0.B.E. 
Captain Frank Septimus Clay, late of the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps, who passed away in an Edinburgh 


by those whose duty it was to study the position from day 
to day. The Government were in general agreement with 
the arguments put forward in the bulletin, but not with 
the deductions, which were necessarily made without full 
knowledge of the position. The adequate supply and 
efficient use of fertilisers was the main issue in the argu- 
ments in the pamphlet. The supplies of nitrogen were 
expected to be sufficient to meet all needs. The position 
with regard to phosphatic manures was satisfactory, but 
that with regard to potash was not so good. 

He joined in the tributes paid to the contributions to 
the war effort made by Imperial Chemical Industries. He 
could assure their lordships that his Department would 
whole-heartedly support all measures for increasing the 
amount of feeding-stuffs consistent with meeting the need 
of human food. Neither livestock nor crop production 
could be considered by itself, each was dependent on the 
other. 

The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
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nursing home, belonged to one of Nuneaton’s oldest 
families, being the youngest son of the late Mr. John 
Warden Clay, who many years ago resided at Bridge 
House, Nuneaton. One of his two surviving sisters is 
the wife of Mr. H. A. Barrett, M.R.c.v.s., of Nuneaton. 

The late Capt. Clay, who was a widower, left one 
unmarried daughter. Prior to serving in the last war, 
Capt. Clay practised veterinary surgery at Nuneaton in 
association with Mr. Barrett. | 

* 


S ALY AGI NG OF LIVESTOCK 


In a recent announcement the Ministry of Food re- 
minded farmers of the arrangements it has made for the 
salvaging for human consumption of livestock killed or 
injured on the farms by enemy action, and continued: 
“This has been done with the object of providing every 
possible assistance to farmers and also to ensure the 
maximum salvage of meat suitable for human consump- 
tion. The owner of any livestock which has suffered 
from enemy action to the extent that immediate slaughter 
is necessary should report the fact immediately to the 
person appointed to arrange the salvage work in his 
district. Every producer should ascertain now the name, 
address and telephone number of the person so appointed 
so that he will have information if the emergency arises. 
The District Chairman of Auctioneers or the Secretary 
of the Local Branch of the N.F.U. will give this inform- 
ation, but in case of difficulty, producers should apply 
direct to the Area Meat and Livestock Officer, whose 
address can be obtained from the District Chairman of 
Auctioneers. In reporting casualties the following in- 
formation should be given: (1) Name and address of 
farmer; and (2) Approximate number and class of animals 
involved. If a producer is in doubt as to whether any 
animal should be slaughtered or whether it can be treated, 
he should consult his veterinary surgeon, as the slaughter- 
men who will be sent out as soon as possible will not 
usually be competent to advise whether or not slaughter 
is necessary. It must be remembered that there may be 
other casualties in the area and that unavoidable circum- 
stances may prevent the immediate attendance of the 
slaughtermen, and also that unless the animal is bled 
and disembowelled immediately after death, there is little 
hope of the meat being suitable for human consumption. 
Producers should, therefore, be prepared if necessary to 
slaughter, bleed and disembowel any animal injured be- 
yond hope of recovery. Normally it is not desirable to 
do more than bleed and disembowel animals on the farm, 
since the carcase can be moved more easily with the hide 
and skin on.” 


Commenting on the above announcement, the Editor 
of The Farmers’ Weekly (October 3rd) observes in his 
“ Diary”: “ Last week the Ministry of Food gave us a 
reminder about its plans for slaughtering livestock injured 
by enemy action, but there was no mention of dealing 
with stock less severely injured, although new arrange- 
ments, which have the blessing of the Ministry of Home 
Security, have been made for attending injured small 
animals, mostly pets. When war began it appeared that 
the Ministries of Agriculture and Food would take a real 
interest in animal A.R.P., and a comprehensive scheme 
was prepared in collaboration with the veterinary pro- 
fession for dealing with injured animals. Is the original 
first-class animal A.R.P. scheme to be superseded simply 
by a butchering squad, while “ cats and dogs” are fully 
cared for? I should have thought cows and horses and 
pigs and sheep were more important.’ ; 

POST-WAR POL ICY FOR AG RICULTURE 


Complaining of the “ diffuse and diverse” statements 
issued on behalf of the agricultural industry, and 
urging that its units should somehow contrive to speak 
with one voice, The Farmers’ Weekly observes: “ We 
chall continue to forfeit the influence we should have with 
the public, unless we learn to do so. And one subject 
on which united action is urgently necessary is that of 
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post-war policy. What is happening about that? One 
or two bodies have their own committees on this subject. 
Presumably, each committee will draft its own policy, 
and the Government, presented with such a diversity of 
views, will be able to disregard the lot. What is the 
alternative? That every section, every class and every 
individual connected with farming, should combine to 
give a lead to Parliament, and point out the main lines 
on which a policy for a prosperous post-war agriculture 
can-be designed. ‘That way, and that way only, can we 
hope to obtain a sound and acceptable policy.” 


MINISTRY'S WARNING TO POULTRY 
BREEDERS 


The Ministry of Agriculture warns poultry owners that 
the practice of feeding untreated eggs or egg shells in 
the ration may spread bacillary white diarrhoea infection 
through the flock. “ This is a particularly serious matter 
for breeders, as birds so infected become carriers of the 
disease and reactors to the blood test,” states the an- 
nouncement, which proceeds: “ Poultrymen in all parts 
of the country are using swill to supplement their poultry 
rations. Such swill frequently contains egg shells and 
occasionally unsound eggs as well. In certain districts 
baker’s waste is used for poultry feeding and this also 
may include egg shells and rejected cooking eggs. Many 
breeders have added egg shells and infertile eggs from 
their incubators to the rations of their flocks, and some 
have utilised the carcases of dead-in-shell and cull chicks 
in the same way. A proportion of these eggs will have 
been laid by birds affected with bacillary white diarrhoea 
and some of them will be teeming with infective germs. 

“ The following precautions are recommended : 

Swill.—All swill should be boiled for one hour before 
being used as poultry food. 

Baker's Waste.—Arrangements should be made with the 
supplier not to include eggs and shells with the other 
edible material. The removal of eggs and shell from 
swill or baker’s waste is not sufficient, as the residue 
may already have become seriously contaminated. 

Incubator Waste.—All infertile eggs not sold, all egg 
shells, all dead-in-shell and cull chicks should be buried 
well apart from poultry. 

“Those who have already fed materials of this type to 
their flocks are advised to disinfect their mixing and feed- 
ing utensils forthwith. This is best accomplished by a 
thorough scrubbing with hot soda water. A double 
handful (hands cupped together) of common washing 
soda in a 2}-gallon bucket of hot water gives a solution 
of the required strength. 

“ Breeding flocks which have received such materials 
in their ration should be blood tested, and the reactors 
removed, before the breeding season commences.” 


POULTRY AS FOOD CONVERTERS 


The following communication to a recent issue of 
Nature, by E. T. Halnan, of the Animal Nutrition Insti- 
tute, Cambridge, is of special interest in view of the 
debate in the House of Lords, touching on the relative 
values of feeding-stuffs in livestock economy, in associa- 
tion with national nutrition, reported elsewhere in our 
columns. 

“The value of the egg as a constituent of war-time 
dietaries, particularly for children, has to some extent 
been overshadowed by the insistence placed on milk as 
a perfect food. In point of fact, milk is not a complete 
food, being deficient in iron and relatively low in vitamin 
D, although rich in calcium salts. Eggs, on the other 
hand, have a poor calcium content, but are rich sources 
both of vitamin D and iron. 

“ Both products are of high biological value, and are 
in a sense complementary to one another, mixtures of 
these two forming a perfect diet for young growing 
animals. Thus De Sanctis! reports the case of a three- 
months-old infant failing to gain weight on a whole-milk 
dextrimaltose formula, but responding and giving 8-12 oz. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


October 11th, 1941. 


gains weekly when one teaspoon of soft-boiled egg yolk 
was added daily. Tweddell? similarly got satisfactory 
responses in two infants aged eight and nine months 
respectively by the inclusion of one raw egg daily in 
their milk diet. Hess*, in efforts to combat rickets in 
babies, used egg yolk with marked effect, and recom- 
mends the inclusion of the yolk of a raw egg daily in the 
milk formula of a three-months-old infant as good 
routine practice. 

“The essential point to note in these cases is the 
failure of milk to prove adequate in the diets of some 
infants, and the power of egg yolk to correct its inade- 
quacy. Moreover, both eggs and chicken meat are easily 
digested and readily tolerated by those with weak diges- 
tions, consequently they form essential articles in the 
diets of those recovering from illness. In addition, the 
haemoglobin-forming power of eggs in cases of war- 
wounded patients suffering from loss of blood should not 
be overlooked. 

“On dietetic grounds, therefore, the maintenance of 
an adequate egg supply appears to be just as vital to the 
health of the nation as the maintenance of an adequate 
milk supply. If, however, the home food production 
policy of the Government is considered, it would appear 
that this fact has not hitherto received the consideration 
that it merits. The shortage of animal feeding-stuffs, 
particularly concentrates, led the Government shortly 
after the outbreak of war to assign an order of priority 
to various classes of farm livestock for such feeding- 
stuffs as were available. Several factors appear to have 
influenced the final decision, among which may be named 
the relative efficiencies of the various classes of livestock 
as converters of animal feeding-stuffs to human food, 
the need for maintenance of land fertility, the fact that 
the foods normally fed to pigs and poultry largely con- 
sisted of materials available for direct human use, and the 
fact that the Scandinavian and the Low Countries were 
then available as sources of supply for eggs and pig 
products. As the result of these and possibly other 
considerations,.the final order of priority was: (1) dairy 
cows (as milk); (2) sheep and feeding cattle; (3) pigs for 
meat production and poultry for egg production. 

“It may be as well to point out that the Government 
of 19184, faced with a similar situation, placed the order 
of priority as follows: (1) working horses; (2) dairy cows; 
(3) breeding stock. Some allowances were to be made 
to pigs and poultry and breeding ewes, but none to 
fattening sheep or fattening cattle. The present order 
of priority for feeding-stuffs has caused the false im- 
pression to arise that both pigs and poultry are wasteful 
converters of feeding-stuffs; moreover, statements have 
appeared in the Press to the effect that this is the con- 
sidered opinion of men of science. It may, therefore, 
be as well to consider the available evidence on this 

ont. 

Pe At the present time the main problem that appears 
to be facing Great Britain so far as food supply. is con- 
cerned is a prospective shortage of food proteins, particu- 
larly those of high biological value. The most efficient 
use of animal feeding-stuff protein for the production of 
human food protein consequently appears to be called for, 
and our consideratiéns may therefore be conveniently 
directed to this issue. 

“In 1939 I made a careful estimate of the relative 
efficiencies of the various classes of farm animals as con- 
verters of feeding-stuff protein to human food protein. 
In this estimate, 100 Ib. of digestible feeding-stuff protein 
yielded the following amounts of food protein available 
for use by humans: (1) dairy cow (as milk, yield 600 
gallons a year), 35°8 Ib.; (2) hen (as eggs, yield 140 eggs 
a year), 31°6 lb.; (3) pig (as pork), 21-2 Ib.; (4) hen (as 
meat), 18°0 Ib.; (5) bullock (as baby beef), 7°8 Ib.; (as 
Norfolk’ beef), 5-9 Ib.; (as grass beef), 5-4 Ib. Owing to 
the absence of adequate data no estimate of the value of 
the sheep as a converter of feeding-stuff protein was 
made; but the opinion was given that, whereas grassland 
sheep production should be encouraged, arable land sheep 
should be discouraged, since in the latter case the land 


3 

604 No. 41. Vow. 53. 

a 
| 

| 
| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 


— 


October 11th, 1941. 


THE "VETERINARY RECORD. . 41. Vor. 53. 605 


required for sheep keep could be better utilised for the 
production of grain and vegetables for direct human con- 
sumption. This memorandum was submitted to the appro- 
priate Government departments and doubtless received 
due consideration. More recently, Leitch and Godden® 
have presented a report on the point at issue, after con- 
sideration of all the available scientific data. Placing 
their results in order of prority so far as efficiency of 
conversion of feeding-stuff protein to human food protein 
is concerned, we get the following results: 100 Ib. of 
protein equivalent yield (1) dairy cow (as milk, yield 
2 gallons a day), 35-1 Ib.; (2) hen (as eggs, yield 200 eggs 
a year), 26°4—29°8 Ib.; (3) hen (as meat), 21:8—26°3 Ib.; 
(4) pig (as pork), 19°0 Ib.; (5) baby beef, 15-5 Ib.; (6) 
sheep (as lamb), 13-2 Ib.; (7) fat bullock, 8-7—8-9 Ib. 

“Although arrived at by different methods of compu- 
tation and from different sources, it is of interest to note 
that roughly the same order of priority is reached by 
these authors.as by my earlier estimate, and gives confi- 
dence in the view that the order of priority so established 
is in accordance with actual fact. 

“ Regarded strictly, therefore, from the point of view 
of efficiency of conversion of feeding-stuff protein to 
human food protein, the hen as an egg producer would 
appear to rank in order of priority next to the dairy cow, 
and judged on this ground alone the hen has a better 
claim to available food supplies than any class of farm 
animal other than the dairy cow. Moreover, the results 
obtained indicate that the decision of the Government in 
1918 not to allot supplies of feeding-stuffs to fattening 
sheep or fattening cattle was justifie ay 


(1) De Sanctis, A. G. Arch. Pediat. 39. 104. (1922). 

(2) Tweppett, F. Med. Record, N.Y. 100. 935. (1921). 

(3) Hess, A. F. J. Amer. Med. Assoc. 81. 15. (1923). 

(4) ** y Stock Policy of Board of Agriculture and Ministry of 

J. Bd. Agric. 24. 1177-1180. (1918). 
(5) Lares, & and Goppen, W. Technical Communication No. 
14, p. 46. Imp. Bur. Anim. Nut. (1941). 
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At the 607th meeting of members of the Farmers’ 
Club, in London, it was announced that the club, founded 
nearly a hundred years ago, had elected its hundredth 
new member during 1941. It was intimated that the new 
loan library service has been widely appreciated and books 
are despatched daily to members in all parts of the 
country. 

Mr. James Mackintosh, of the National Institute for 
Research in Dairying, will read a paper entitled * ‘ Feeding 
Livestock Under War-time Conditions” at the meeting 
of the Club to be held at the Royal Empire Society on 
Monday next, at 3 p.m. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday" 8 
issue. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor paged 
— personal view of the writer only and must not be t 
ig the opi or having received the approval of the N.V.M. 4 
* * ck 
THE SCHEME OF THE SURVEY 
COMMITTEE OF THE N.V.M.A. 


To THE EpItorR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—The letter of Mr. J. P. Pickering which appears 
in The Veterinary Record of September 27th raises 
points which will be agitating the minds of many prac- 
titioners. The following resolution, adopted at a meeting 
of the Western Counties Division of the N.V.M.A. held 
at Exeter on September 17th, expresses my views pre- 
cisely: “This Association does not consider that, without 
further knowledge or research, the operation of the 
Scheme would be of advantage to the public or to the 
prestige of the profession.” 


Yours faithfully, 
S. J. Morton. 
Penzance. 
September 27th, 1941. 


THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CANINE 
HYSTERIA AND DOG BISCUIT 


To THE EpITroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I was very interested in Mr. Hancock’s article 
on the above subject in the last issue of The Veterinary 
Record, because his experience agrees almost completely 
with my own. 

Some ten years ago I was ill with pneumonia. One of 
my assistants found that the biscuit supply was getting 
low and he obtained an emergency supply (1 cwt.) from a 
local forage store. There were 24 dogs, of all ages and 
breeds, in the kennels at the time, and before they had 
consumed two pounds of biscuit per head the whole of 
the inmates were insane and uncontrollable. I have never 
met with such a frantic type of the condition; some of 
the cases became savage. For two days I put up with 
the din and worry; the kennels were close to the house 
and for two days or more I underwent the mental strain 
of hearing exasperated owners answering the SOS to 
remove their dogs. The whole affair nearly settled me 
and I shall never forget it. One spaniel, I remember, 
made a jump through the glass window of the taxi in 
which he was being taken home and bolted, finally jump- 
ing through the roof of a greenhouse and cutting himself 
all over. 

For a fortnight we experienced an epidemic of hysteria 
and every case was traced to this unfortunate merchant. 
The biscuit was remarkably white in colour and appeared 
to be composed wholly of wheaten flour. I recorded 
the outbreak at the time, I think, but cannot trace it now. 

Since then I have traced many outbreaks to particular 
lots of biscuits. I quite agree with Mr. Hancock that 
there are many causes of hysteria in individual cases, 
apart from hysterigenic biscuit, many of which are cured 
dramatically by the addition of raw beef to the existing 
diet, but I am not as sure as many observers appear to 
be that hysteria is acquired by imitation unless the pre- 
disposing factor (biscuits, avitaminosis, lack of animal 
protein or some type of peripheral irritation) is present 
beforehand. We must always bear in mind that a large 
percentage of pedigree dogs are in some degree “ mental ” 
and would be in asylums if they had two legs instead 
of four. I do not know how often true epilepsy occurs 
in dogs, but I have met with animals which had inter- 
mittent “convulsions ” throughout reasonably long lives 
with every sign of the condition. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. H. SmMyTHe. 
Vean House, 
Camborne. 
September 24th, 1941. 


INTUSSUSCEPTION IN THE COW 
To THE EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—It was with some interest that I read Mr. Hebeler’s 
communication on the above subject, as, at the time of 
its publication, I was treating a case of “ impaction” in 
a Friesian cow, post-mortem examination of which subse- 
quently revealed an intussusception of the small intestine. 

Points worthy of consideration, as they correspond 
closely with those occurring in Mr. Hebeler’s case, are : — 

1. Comparatively sudden onset of symptoms in a cow 
which had been at grass. 

2. A primary sub-normal temperature (99°), which, in 
my case, persisted throughout, and a slow, almost indis- 
cernible, pulse. 

3. A disinclination to rise, together with periods of 
dull pain. 

4. The complete absence of faeces, but the passage of 
black, tarry lumps of mucus on one occasion. 

5. Rectal examination revealed a doughy lump just 
beneath the right kidney and the rectum gripped the 
arm very tightly. 

May I add, in conclusion, that as a result of Mr. 
Hebeler’s findings, I was able to suggest the possibility of 
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intussusception to the owner of the cow prior to slaughter. 
Yours faithfully, 
“ Oxenwood,” F. V. Epwarps. 
83, Holt Drive, 
Loughborough, 
Leics. 
September 30th, 1941. 


VALUE OF THE INTRAVENOUS ROUTE 
To THe Epitor oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Nobody can deny that the intravenous method 
of administration is one of the greatest boons to the 
clinician. Yet some practitioners think it is dangerous 
and prefer the subcutaneous route which they aver is 
safer and less spectacular. 

My first introduction to the intravenous route was in 
1912 when I was charged with the responsibility of con- 
ducting an inoculation campaign against East Coast fever 
in Eastern Pondoland. During that year some 75,000 
cattle were inoculated intravenously with mixed spleen 
and lymphatic gland pulp. The virus was prepared in 
loco by means of a mincing machine, and the dose was 
10 c.c. I was awe-inspired at first, fearing thrombosis, 
but to my amazement not a single case occurred. 

Each animal was placed in the recumbent position, 
the right jugular exposed and the “raspberry jam” in- 
jected through a needle-trocar in doses averaging 10 c.c. 
Since then I have performed hundreds of blood transfu- 
sions, mostly in cattle suffering from anaplasmosis, with 
the same result. 

I have records of some 400 calving cases all of which 
were narcotised successfully with chloral hydrate per 
jugular vein. Furthermore I have records of the success- 
ful use of calcium gluconate (Sandoz) in 40 cases of 
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milk fever by the intravenous method. In cases of spas- 

modic colic in the horse I always use chloral hydrate per 

jugular to dispel the spasm. In biliary fever in dogs 

I have always adopted the intravenous route when carry- 

ing out blood transfusions or using either trypan or piro 
ue. 

In the old days we used to inject 300 c.c. of horse 
sickness serum into mules and horses without any un- 
toward results. 

I always narcotise horses before castration and use 
chloral hydrate via the jugular vein for the purpose: I 
have never had a case of phlebitis. 

In the case of “red water” a large dose—usually 
1 litre—of trypan blue solution has been inducted by 
gravity into the jugular vein without a single mishap. 
For the last 15 years I have resorted to the induction by 
gravity method in administering medicines, etc., intra- 
venously. 


Yours faithfully, 
G. 'T. HENDERSON, M.R.C.V.S. 
Agricultural Department, 
Maseru, Basutoland, 
South Africa. 


July 26th, 1941. 


* 

Attention is drawn to the announcement in our Notices 
column of the programme arranged for the forthcoming 
session of the Sections of Comparative Medicine and 
Pathology of the Royal Society of Medicine. That these 
discussions are of particular interest and importance to 
veterinarians at this time is indicated by the general head- 
ing of the series: “ The Principles Involved in a Cam- 
paign to Control Certain Diseases of Cattle Inimical to 
Man.’ 


anp AGRICULTURE ACT, 1937 (PART IV). 


Summary of Returns of Confirmed Outbreaks of Scheduled (Notifiable) Diseases 


Foot- f 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic § || Sheep Swine 
Disease. Mange. | Seah. Fever. 
| Animals | 
| slaugh- 
Out- | Our- tered as Out- Ourt- Out- Swine 
Pero. breaks Animals| breaks diseased breaks | Animals | breaks breaks slaugh- 
con- attacked.) con- or ex- | con- jattacked.| con- con- tered. 
firmed. | firmed. posed to | firmed firmed. | firmed. 
infection. 
Nea. Ke, || Na No. No. No. No. No No. 
Period 16th to 3lst Auzg.. I'41 7 9+ 1 2 29 9 
Corresponding period in 
1940 28 37 — | 2 256 219 
1939 20 25 19 1,979 j ~ oe 2 133 104 
1938 19 24 3 203 a 2 9 33 40 
Total 'st January to 3lst Aug. 
1941 309 | 258 26,529 15 49 144 910 | 424 
Corresponding peried in 
1940 ; = 367 424 24 3,524 | 15 29 126 3,020 2,128 
1939 547 600 63 7,631 31 71 166 1 581 1,177 
1938 580 937 160 20,464 42 72 116 443 342 


Note.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


§Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


* One of these animals refers to an outbreak confirmed prior to August 16th, 1941. 
+ Two of these animals refer to an outbreak confirmed prior to August 16th, 1941. 


Tuberculosis (Attested Herds) Schemes 


The number of Attested Herds, i.e., herds officially cer‘ified as free from tuberculosis as at August 31st, 1941, 


was as follows: —ENGLAND 3,882 Wates 9,258 


ScoTLanp 3,298 Torat (Great Britain) 16,438 
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